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Foreword 
 

This particular Evangelizer's Handbook is one of an Evangelistic Series for 
ACTS II: Conversion, Proclamation, Community, a parish-based evange-
lization process of conversion and training in evangelization. 
 
The ACTS II Process is a comprehensive training that has as its purpose the 
long-term goal of facilitating the formation of an evangelizing community of 
the parish.  The means to accomplishing this is the Parish Small Group 
System:  the networking of small groups whose primary purpose is 
evangelistic outreach. The Parish Small Group System is a way of life, a 
process of conversion, proclamation, community. 
 
ACTS II:  Conversion, Proclamation, Community is a total package of parish 
training in evangelization. ACTS II is a process.  It unfolds according to a 
specific dynamic which accomplishes far more than the materials alone can 
do.  Throughout the unfolding of this process of life-giving events, the Holy 
Spirit is able to do what He alone can do:  bring about the ever-deepening 
conversion of the parishioner. 
 
Within the ACTS II Process, the parishioner, the trainee in evangelization, is 
equipped with the tools and skills to reach out and proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus Christ to the unchurched and the alienated/inactive Catholic, and bring 
them into the Church through the Parish Small Group System. 
 
If you wish more information about this process, please call us at 303-469-
3227.  You can also visit our website: www.sncweb.org or you can email us at 
snc.cetc@gmail.com  
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PREFACE 
 

By baptism every believer in Jesus Christ has the call to give authentic 
witness of a life lived in the world according to the Gospel and to explicitly 
proclaim, with humility and the power of the Holy Spirit, that salvation is in 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Pope Paul VI, in his Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelization in the Modern 
World, states very clearly to the Catholic church its call to evangelize the world, 
to proclaim the Good News that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of the Father, 
and that He does make a difference in personal life.  Jesus Christ is the Answer 
to our deepest needs.  The primary mission of the Church is evangelization.  
The question that arises is how does the Christian go about evangelizing? 
 

This Handbook is the fruit of thirty years of experience in evangelization.  It 
has been developed to equip our people with the means, the skills, to become 
enthusiastic evangelizers faithful and obedient to Jesus’ commissioning words 
to those who believe in Him, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, to the close of the age” ((Matthew 28:19f). 
 

The “moments of evangelization” taught in this Handbook equip the believer 
to be able to take the Good News of Jesus Christ to each and everyone on a 
one-to-one basis and to witness to the power of Jesus Christ as work in his or 
her personal life. 
 

Sister Angeline Bukowiecki, S.N.C. 
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SESSION ONE 
 

A PENETRATING SYNTHESIS OF EVANGELIZATION 
 

PURPOSE: To give a penetrating glance into the Apostolic Exhortation of Paul VI, 

"Evangelii Nuntiandi," (Evangelization in the Modern World).* 
 

This document provides the Church with a Magna Charta for the mission of evangelization 
Jesus Christ gave to His Church before ascending to His Father.  He commissioned His 
disciples, and therefore you and me, to evangelize when He said, "Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, to the close of the age (Matthew 28:19f).   
 

From the content of this document, a number of questions can be raised.  
 

What is the Good News?   
 
The whole mission of Jesus is summed up in Luke 4:43, "I must proclaim the good news of 
the kingdom of God.  That is what I was sent to do" (n. 6). 
 

Jesus is sent to proclaim the joyful news of the fulfillment of the promises and of the new 
covenant offered by God. He is the first and greatest evangelizer. His preaching revolves 
around the kingdom of God (n. 8). 
 

The kernel and center of Jesus' Good News is the proclamation of salvation -- liberation from 
everything that oppresses men and women but especially liberation from sin and the Evil 
One (n. 9). 
 

Though the kingdom of God and salvation are extended to everyone, individuals gain them 
through a total interior renewal, a radical conversion of mind and heart (n. 10). 
 

Those who accept the Good News . . . gather together in Jesus' Name in order to seek 
together the kingdom, build it up and live it.  They make up a community which is in its turn 
evangelizing (n. 13). 
  

What is the content of evangelization?   
 
In the message which the Church proclaims . . . there is the essential content . . . which 
cannot be modified or ignored without seriously diluting the nature of evangelization (n. 25). 
 

The essential content of evangelization is: 
  

-a witness given to the Father's love that in His Son, Jesus Christ, God has   loved the 
world (n. 26). 

 

-a clear proclamation that in Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man, who died  and rose 
from the dead, salvation is offered to all men and women as a gift of God's grace and 
mercy (n. 27). 
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 -a prophetic proclamation of the hereafter (n. 28) which includes -- 
 
   -the preaching of hope in God's promises, 
 
   -the preaching of God's love for us and of our love for God,  
 
   -the preaching of brotherly love for all men and women, 
 
   -the preaching of the mystery of evil and of the active search for good, 
 
   -the preaching of the search for God Himself through prayer which is  
     principally that of adoration and thanksgiving; 
 
 -a message of liberation (n. 30); 
 
 -centered on the kingdom of God (n. 34); 
 
 -involving a necessary conversion (n. 36). 
 
Why should we evangelize?   
 
Jesus, before ascending to the Father, commissioned His disciples, and therefore the 
Church, to evangelize when He said in Matthew 28:19f, "Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to 
the close of the age." 
 
Who is to evangelize?   
 
All those who sincerely accept the Good News and who have been gathered by it into the 
community of salvation can and must communicate and spread it (n. 13). 
 
Evangelization is the essential mission of the Church, the grace and vocation proper to the 
Church, her deepest identity (n.14).  
 
It is the whole Church that receives the mission to evangelize and the work of each individual 
member is important for the whole (n. 15). 
 
The Second Vatican Council gave a clear reply to this question: it is upon the Church that 
"there rests, by divine mandate, the duty of going out into the whole world and preaching the 
Gospel to every creature."  And in another text:  ". . . the whole Church is missionary, and 
the work of evangelization is a basic duty of the People of God" (n. 59).   
 
Evangelization is for no one an individual and isolated act; it is one that is deeply ecclesial 
(n. 60). 
 
Jesus came as the first evangelizer and commissioned each one of us to do the same.  Each 
one of us, as members of His Body, the Church, is called by Him to be a visible, concrete 
expression of Him in our world today.   
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How are we to evangelize today?   
 
There are two ways in which we are to evangelize and both are necessary. 
 
a) Witness of life:  first and foremost, the Gospel must be proclaimed by the witness of one's 

life; by persons truly living a life according to the values of the Gospel, a life of holiness.  
All Christians are called to this witness, and in this way they can be real evangelizers (n. 
21). 

 
The first means of evangelization is the witness of an authentically lived Christian life, 
given over to God and to one's neighbor with a limitless zeal (n. 41). 

 
b) Explicit proclamation of the Gospel:  evangelization must sooner or later be proclaimed 

by the word of life.  There is no true evangelization without the proclamation of -- 
 
    -the name, 
    -the teaching, 
    -the life, 
    -the promises, 
    -the kingdom and  
    -the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God (n. 22). 
 

But this proclamation -- the witness of life and our words about Jesus is only one aspect 
of evangelization.  Proclamation reaches its full development only when it is -- 

 
    -listened to, 
    -accepted and assimilated, and 
    -when it brings about a genuine adherence to the kingdom -- an 
     adherence to --  
 
     -a new manner of being, 
     -a new manner of living, 
     -a new manner of living in community -- the community of believers  
      (n. 23). 
 
Who are we to evangelize?   
 
The Church is an evangelizer, but she begins by being evangelized herself, and is always in 
need of being evangelized by constant conversion and renewal, so that she might 
evangelize the world in a way that is credible (n. 15). 
 
Before anyone can become a "fisher of men and women," he or she must "follow" Jesus.  
We begin, first of all, by becoming evangelized ourselves.  The person who accepts Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior and gives himself or herself to the kingdom, becomes a 
person who bears witness to that kingdom and proclaims it. 
 
We are to reach out and evangelize our families, our friends, our co-workers, and those in 
our churches. In other words, we are to evangelize wherever we find ourselves. 
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Jesus has told us to, "Go out to the whole world and proclaim the Good News to the whole 
creation" (Mark 6:15) -- 
 

  -to those who do not know Him and His Gospel (n. 51); 
 

  -to those who were once believers but are no longer (n. 52); 
 

  -to those who have been baptized but live outside of the Christian life (n. 52); 
 

  -to those who have a certain simple faith, but lack a true knowledge of the  
   foundations of their faith (n. 52); 
 

  -to those educated persons who are still trying to survive with the instructions  
   in the faith that they received as children (n. 52); 
 

  -to those who practice non-Christian religions, respecting and esteeming them,  
   yet realizing that they have a right to know the riches of the mystery of Christ  
   (n. 53); 
 

  -to those who already believe in Jesus in order to deepen, consolidate,  
   nourish and mature their faith (n. 54) --  
 

   -to the active Catholics; 
 

   -to Christians other than Catholic Christians, witnessing to them the  
    fullness of the revelation of the faith we possess; 
 

  -to non-believers (n. 55); 
 

  -to the non-practicing (n. 56) -- 
 

    -that group of baptized Catholics, who, while not having formally  
     renounced their baptism, are totally indifferent to it -- the inactive  
     Catholics; 
 

  -to the multitudes (n. 57) -- 
 

    -the unchurched:  those whose ultimate values are not being  
     reinforced by participation in Church or synagogue community. 
 

When do we evangelize?   
 

Whenever the opportunity presents itself. 
 

How do we begin? 
 

We begin by being evangelized ourselves by becoming more deeply converted to the Lord 
Jesus and by being renewed in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

We need to look at how deep our own commitment to the Lord Jesus is, and whether  our  
lives  and  lifestyle  reflect  that  commitment.  What we speak to others about Jesus must be 
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substantiated by our witness of life. 
 
In 1 Peter 3:15, we are told that we must "always be prepared to make a defense to any one 
who calls you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence." 
 
A deeply lived Christian life will arouse questions in others as to how and why we live the 
way we do (n. 21). 
 
How are we to prepare ourselves for this mission?   
 
Pope Paul VI sets forth six means by which we can prepare ourselves for this mission: 
 
a) Through the action of the Holy Spirit:  evangelization will never be possible without the 

action of the Holy Spirit (n. 75).  This is because the Holy Spirit is the soul of the Church: 
  
  -the Holy Spirit explains Jesus' teaching to us; 
 
  -the Holy Spirit speaks through us, giving us the words to proclaim the  
   Good News with power; 
 
  -the Holy Spirit opens the hearts of those who hear us so that they are  
   able to receive the Good News. 
 

Without the Holy Spirit, no amount of preparation, technique or arguments have power 
over the heart of the person.  

 
 The Holy Spirit is the principle agent of evangelization: 
 
  -the Holy Spirit impels us to proclaim the Gospel; 
 
  -the Holy Spirit opens hearts to understand and accept the Word of  
   salvation; 
 
  -the Holy Spirit is the goal of evangelization which is the new creation. 
 

Therefore, we are exhorted to study the Holy Spirit's action in evangelization  today. 
 
b) Through authentic witness of life:  it is essential that we be authentic (n. 76). We are to 

ask ourselves -- 
 
   -Is what I proclaim that which I believe? 
   -Is what I believe that which I live? 
   -Is what I live that which I preach? 
 

Because witness of life is essential, then it is we who are responsible for the success or 
failure of the Gospel message. 
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 The world calls for and expects from evangelizers: 
 
   -simplicity of life, 
   -a spirit of prayer, 
   -charity towards all, 
   -obedience and humility, 
   -detachment and self-sacrifice,  
   -knowledge of God. 
 

Our evangelizing zeal must spring from true holiness of life which is nourished by prayer 
and above all by love for the Eucharist. 

 
c) Through the search for unity:  unity must be evident among the followers of Jesus (n. 77).  

We are urged to make a greater commitment to the effort for Christian unity by coming 
together on the basis of what we now hold in common:  our baptism and the faith we all 
have in Jesus Christ. 

 
d) Through serving the truth:  we are to seek the truth even at the price of personal 

renunciation and suffering (n. 78). 
 
e) By being animated by love: it is presupposed that, as evangelizers, we are growing in the 

gift of love for those we are sent to serve (n. 79). 
 
 Four signs or characteristics of this love: 
 
   -concern to give the truth and to bring people into unity; 
 
   -devotion to proclaiming the Lord Jesus Christ without reservation and  
    without turning back; 
 
   -respect for the religious and spiritual state of those we are evangelizing: 
 
    -respect for the pace they take; 
 
    -respect for their conscience and convictions; 
 
    -concern not to wound them with statements that they are not ready for 
     since it might be a source of bewilderment or even scandal; 
 
   -effort made to convey the truth of the Word of God with conviction and  
    certitude, with clarity, and without hesitation. 
 
f) With the fervor of the saints:  each one of us is to go forth to proclaim the Good News 

with the fervor of the great preachers and evangelizers who have gone before us (n. 80). 
 

They knew how to overcome the obstacles to evangelization. And obstacles they had. 
 
Lack of spiritual fervor on the part of the evangelizer is the most serious obstacle to  the  
mission  of  evangelization. It  comes  from  within  and  shows itself  in the  
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following ways: 
 

   -fatigue, 
   -disenchantment, 
   -compromise, 
   -lack of interest, 
   -lack of joy and hope. 
 

Such preparation for the mission of evangelization requires prayer, vigilance, study, service, 
and community.   
 

We must keep our eyes on Jesus.  He is our main teacher.  And the book that He gives us 
is the Bible, the handbook for all evangelizers.   
 
 

STUDY GUIDE 
 

PART 1 
 

How will this training equip you? 
 

PART 2 
 

1. What we are primarily concerned with in this training is to form disciples.  But what does 
it mean to be a disciple? 

 

2. What is evangelization? 
 

3. What did John Paul II mean by NEW evangelization? 
 

4. What had John Paul II hoped to see happen within the Church as a result of the new 
evangelization?  What Scripture brings out his hope rather well? 

 

5. What three aspects of our society today work against the powerful carrying out of this 
mission? 

 

6. What approach is being taken in this training for evangelization?  Explain? 
 

7. The evangelists present Jesus as the first and greatest evangelizer.  They show us what 
He did to lead people to the Father.  What was His strategy? 

 

8. Begin making your own the "Penetrating Synthesis of Evangelization" so that you have a 
succinct understanding of the Magna Charta for evangelization. 

 
 
 
 

_____________ 
 

*Numbers in parentheses refer to the numbered sections in Pope Paul VI's Apostolic 

Exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi (Evangelization in the Modern World).  
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SESSION TWO 
 

SOME MOMENTS IN EVANGELIZATION 
 
PURPOSE: to present some of the moments in evangelization and give a brief 

explanation of those moments. 
 

 
 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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SOME MOMENTS IN EVANGELIZATION 
 
PURPOSE: To present some of the moments in evangelization and give a brief 
explanation of those moments. 
 

      -"...evangelization--which has the aim of bringing the good news  
       to the whole of humanity, so that all may live by it--is a rich, com-  
        plex, and dynamic reality, made up of elements, or one could   
        say moments, that are essential and different from each other,  
        and that must all be kept in view simultaneously" (Apostolic 
        Exhortation of John Paul II on Catechesis in Our Time, n. 18). 
 
 There are eight moments in evangelization that we will look at in this session. These 
moments are as follows: 
 

1. Introduction.     
 

An evangelizer needs to be willing to reach out to people, to establish relation- ship with 
them.  Evangelizers must have a real love for those they wish to lead to Jesus. 

 
2. Establishing Relationship.   
      

An evangelizer must cultivate the ears, eyes, and heart of Jesus in order to be able to 
identify with where the person is in his or her outlook on life. The attitude must be one of 
listening love, a love that is open to learning from the one to be evangelized. 

 
3. Personal Testimony.    
 

All persons are riddled with disturbing questions, haunting questions about the meaning 
of life.  Is there really any meaning in life after all? 

 
It is to these questions that an evangelizer can begin to tell another about Jesus in the 
form of his or her own personal testimony. The evangelizer's personal testimony is the 
flesh and blood of the Gospel message, a testimony that the evangelizer has personally 
experienced, a living testimony to the Lord Jesus.   

 
4. The Good News Proclamation. 
 

The Good News Proclamation is the presentation of the message of salvation preserved 
for us in the Sacred Scriptures. 

 
5. Invitation. 
 

At the appropriate time, upon hearing the Good News Proclamation, a person is invited 
to accept Jesus Christ as his or her Savior and Lord.  

 
6. Commitment. 
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If a person says, "Yes," to the invitation to accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, 
repents of his or her past way of life, and now desires to give his or her life to Jesus 
Christ, that person is led to do this through a prayer of commitment to Jesus Christ. 

 
7. Pastoral Follow-up. 
 

If one's commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord is to grow and develop, a knowl- edge of 
those truths that lead to a well-balanced Christian life is necessary. For this to happen, 
follow-up is essential. 

 
8. Incorporation into the Church. 
 

It is now the role of the community together with its pastor to facilitate the on-going 
growth of the newly evangelized. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 It is possible to engage a person in all of these moments of evangelization in a single 
encounter.   
 
 Having said that, there are, however, times when it is not always possible for the 
evangelizer to engage a person in each of these moments in a single encounter.  It may be 
better to do this over a period of two or even three meetings with the person.  And it may be 
in God's plan that one evangelizer begin the process and another complete it. 
 
 Wherever evangelizers find themselves in this process of evangelization and whatever 
the situation, God calls them to minister in a reverential way.  
 
 Our next session is concerned with God's plan , as it unfolded over the centuries, to 
give His Holy Spirit to each and every person who believes in His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
 As we come to know what God's plan is, we come to a deeper realization of how much 
He loves us and wants us to have life to the full. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDY GUIDE 
 
1. Study the entire content of this session by writing or typing out the order in which the 
evangelization process takes place and in doing that explain each moment as well in your 
own words.  
 
2. MEMORIZE these eight "moments in evangelization" and the explanation for each 
moment.  
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SESSION THREE 
 

GOD'S PLAN 
 

PURPOSE: 1) To come to an understanding of God's plan, as it unfolded over the 
centuries, to give His Holy Spirit to each and every person who believes in His Son, Jesus 
Christ.  
 
    2) To realize, as we see God's plan unfolding, how much God loves us and 
wants us to have life and have it abundantly. 
 

 
 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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GOD'S PLAN 
 

PURPOSE:  1) To come to an understanding of God's plan, as it unfolded over the 
centuries, to give His Holy Spirit to each and every person who believes in 
His Son, Jesus Christ.  

 
      2) To realize, as we see God's plan unfolding, how much God loves us and 

wants us to have life and have it abundantly. 
 
 God loves all men and women and wants them to have life and have it abundantly.  This 
life in abundance that God wants us to have can only be had in Jesus Christ who is the full 
revelation of God's love for us.   
 
 God's plan is for each one of us to be united with Him, to be in a personal relationship 
with Him through His Son, Jesus Christ and to give us His Holy Spirit.  And what does the 
Holy Spirit do for us?  He empowers us to be able to handle all that life brings.  He 
empowers us to become our best self. 
 
 Jesus came to die on the Cross for us to take away our sins so that we might be 
forgiven and receive new life through His Holy Spirit.   
 
 We will come to an appreciation of God's plan when we see how His plan to give His 
Holy Spirit to each and every person who believes in His Son, Jesus Christ, unfolds in the 
Scriptures.  We will look at a brief survey of salvation history to see how this gradually 
unfolds. 
 
 God gradually prepared His people for the full revelation of Himself in Jesus.  This 
beginning and continuing revelation is recorded in the Bible.   
 
 In Genesis 12, verses 1 to 3, God calls the Father of the Israelite nation, Abraham.  God 
chooses Abraham and makes a covenant, an agreement with him.  He reveals Himself to 
Abraham as the one God, Yahweh. This is important because the primitive peoples of that 
time believed in many gods, polytheism. God promises to be the God of Abraham and of 
his descendants after him (Genesis 17:1-10). 
 
 Throughout the history of the Israelites, we see God sending his very own Spirit upon 
certain special people at different times.  We will look at a few examples.  We see the Spirit 
of God bestowed on Moses and the seventy elders; on the Judges, for example:  Othniel 
and Gideon; on Saul, the first king of Israel; on David, who succeeds Saul as king of Israel; 
on Ezekiel, one of the many prophets God sent to speak for Him to the people.  
 
 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 
  Numbers 11:16-17:  And the Lord said to Moses, "Gather for me seventy men  

of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over 
them; and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with 
you. And I will come down and talk with you there; and I will  take some of the spirit 
which is upon you and put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people 
with you, that you may not bear it yourself alone." 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Judges 2:16:  Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved the people out of the power 

of those who plundered them.  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

And who were the Judges?  The Judges were military leaders raised up by God and 
upon whom He poured out His Spirit so that they could fulfill their role with power. They 
delivered the people from their enemies in times of war and governed them in times of 
peace. 

 

 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

Judges 3:9-10a: But when the people of Israel cried to the Lord, the Lord raised up a 

deliverer for the people of Israel, who delivered them, Othniel, the  son of Kenaz, 
Caleb's younger brother.  The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel . . 
. .   

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Judges 6:34a:  But the Spirit of the Lord took possession of Gideon . . . . 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 Samuel 11:6a:  And the spirit of God came mightily upon Saul when he heard these 

words . . . .  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 Samuel 16:13:  Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his 
brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ezekiel 2:2-7:  And when he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me upon 
my feet; and I heard him speaking to me.  And he said to me, "Son of man, I send you 
to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels, who have rebelled against me; they and 
their fathers have transgressed against me to this very day.   

 
The people also are impudent and stubborn:  I send you to them; and you shall say to 
them, 'Thus says the Lord God.'  And whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a 
rebellious house) they will know that there has been a prophet among them.   

 
And you, son of man, be not afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though briers 
and thorns are with you and you sit upon scorpions; be not afraid of their words, nor be 
dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. And you shall speak my words 
to them, whether they hear or refuse to hear; for they are a rebellious house.   

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The Spirit of God was poured out upon these special people and they served God with 
power.  The rest of the people, the whole nation, were unable to remain faithful to God.  In 
fact, the Old Testament is one continuous manifestation of God's gracious faithfulness and 
His steadfast love in the face of Israel's heartbreaking unfaithfulness and failure to meet the 
test of love.   
 
 Salvation history cannot go on this way.  God sends a word of hope to His people 
through His prophets.  He tells His people that there will come a deliverer, a savior, a 
servant of God, who will possess the Spirit of God in a most powerful degree.  He will be a 
suffering servant (Isaiah 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12). And God promises even 
more.  All of His people will receive His Spirit, not just a chosen few, but everyone!  
 
 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
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Jeremiah 31:31-34:  Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant 
which I made with their fathers when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt, my covenant which they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
Lord.  But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord:   

 
I will put my law within them, and I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.  And no longer shall each man teach his neighbor and 
each his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Jeremiah 32:37-41:  Behold, I will gather them from all the countries to which I drove 

them in my anger and my wrath and in great indignation; I will bring them back to this 
place, and I will make them dwell in safety.  And they shall be my people, and I will be 
their God.  I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever, for 
their own good and the good of their children after them.  

 
I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good 
to them; and I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me.  I 
will rejoice in doing them good, and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness, with all 
my heart and all my soul. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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Ezekiel 11:19-20:  And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them; I will 
take the stony heart out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk 
in my statutes and keep my ordinances and obey them; and they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God.  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Ezekiel 36:25-28:  I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all 

your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.  A new   heart I will give 
you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will take out of your flesh the heart of 
stone and give you a heart of flesh.   

 
And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful 
to observe my ordinances. You shall dwell in the land which I gave to your fathers; and 
you shall be my people, and I will be your God.  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Joel 2:27-29 (2:27-3:2 NAB):  "You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that 

I, the Lord, am your God and there is none else. And my people shall never again be 
put to shame.   

 
"And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young 
men shall see visions.  Even upon the menservants and maidservants in those days, I 
will pour out my spirit." 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 



17 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The time has come for the promises of God to be fulfilled.  We come to see the fullness 
of God's love for us in the gift of His Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to us. God's own 
Son, a Savior, comes to save His people, as the prophets had foretold, and who promises 
the Spirit. 
 

 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and to highlight in your Bible: 
 

Luke 1:30-31,34-35, 38:  And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God.  And behold, you will conceive in your womb  

  and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus . . . .  
    

And Mary said to the angel, "How shall this be, since I have no husband?"  And the 
angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God . . 
. . " 

 

And Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word."  And the angel departed from her.  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mark 1:9-11: In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the 
heavens opened and the Spirit descending upon him like a dove; and a voice came 
from heaven, "Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased."  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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Matthew 4:1-11:  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil.  And he fasted forty days and forty nights, and after-ward he was hungry.  
And the tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these 
stones to become loaves of bread."   

 

But he answered, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God.'"  Then the devil took him to the holy city, and set him 
on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down; for it is written, 'He will give his angels charge of you,' and 'On their 
hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.'"   

 

Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'You shall not tempt the Lord your God.'"  Again, 
the devil took him to a very high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory of them; and he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me." Then Jesus said to him, "Begone, Satan! for it is written, 'You 
shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.'" Then the devil left him, 
and behold, angels came and ministered to him. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Luke 4:14: And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee, and a report 

concerning him went out through all the surrounding country. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Luke 4:16-21:  And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up; and he went 

to the synagogue, as his custom was, on the sabbath day.  And he stood up to read; 
and there was given to him the book of the prophet Isaiah. He opened the book and 
found the place where it was written, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord."   

 

And he closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes 
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, "Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 Before his death on the cross, Jesus promises to send the Spirit to His followers. 
 
 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and to highlight in your Bible: 
              

John 14:16-17:  And I will pray the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, to 
be with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world can-not receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him; you know him, for he dwells with you, and will be in 
you. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 14:26:  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 

he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 15:26-27:  But when the Counselor comes, whom I shall send to you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness to 
me; and you also are witnesses, because you have been with me from the beginning. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 16:7:  Nevertheless I tell you the truth:  it is to your advantage that I go away, for if 

I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
John 16:13-15:  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for 
he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 

 
He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  All that the Father 
has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 After his resurrection from the dead, Jesus, now glorified, again promises to send the 
Spirit. 
 
 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and to highlight in your Bible: 
 

Luke 24:48-49:  You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I send the promise of 

my Father upon you; but stay in the city, until you are clothed with power from on high.  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Acts 1:8:  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the 
earth. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 After His ascension into heaven, we see the promise of the Holy Spirit to Jesus' 
followers fulfilled.  The Spirit is given and the Church is born. 
 
 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and to highlight in your Bible: 
 

Acts 2:1-4:  When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  

And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
distributed and resting on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Acts 9:31:  So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace 

and was built up; and walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit 
it was multiplied.  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Acts 10:45:  And the believers from among the circumcised who came with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The evidence of Scripture is that God does care for us.  He does love us and wants us 
to have life and have it abundantly.  He offers us His very own life, the life of the Holy Spirit 
that lasts forever.  And the fruit of living a life in the Spirit is "love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control . . ." (Galatians 5:22f).  
 
  This life that we are to have abundantly can only be had in Jesus Christ who is the final 
revelation of God's love for us.   
 
  God's plan for each one of us is to be united with Him, to be in a personal relationship 
with Him through His Son, Jesus Christ.  When we accept Jesus and believe in Him, we 
come into a personal relationship with Him and He pours out His Holy Spirit upon us, who 
empowers us to become our best self, to become like Jesus, to love as Jesus loves. 
 
  He not only offers us life abundantly here and now but life that is eternal. He offers us 
His very own life, the life of the Spirit, which lasts forever. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 
 

PART 1 
 

1. Study the entire session and make it your own. 
 
2. In one sentence state what God's plan is. 
 
3. Prayerfully reflect on each Scripture, listed under the KEY REFERENCES, in the light of 

the purpose and content given in this session: to come to an understanding of God's 
plan, as it unfolded through the centuries, to give His Holy Spirit to each and every 
person who believes in His Son, Jesus Christ.  
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4. MEMORIZE the KEY REFERENCES for Session Three. 
 

PART 2 
 

1. Prayerfully reflect on each Scripture, listed under the KEY REFERENCES, in the light of 
what each Scripture passage or verse is saying, and how it brings out God's plan, as it 
unfolded through the centuries, to give His Holy Spirit to each and every person who 
believes in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 
2. Share with a friend how much God loves him or her.  Demonstrate this by writing or 

typing out the unfolding of God's plan, using the entire content of this session as given, 
from the beginning to the end, including the Scriptures given under the KEY 
REFERENCES.  Come prepared to share this. 

 
 In doing this, you are to write or type out each scripture passage or verse, writing or 

typing it out in the appropriate place within the content, followed by what that scripture 
passage or verse is saying. 

 
3. MEMORIZE God's plan in its entirety. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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SESSION FOUR 
 

THE GOOD NEWS PROCLAMATION: A SYNTHESIS 
 
PURPOSE: 1. To  realize  that   as  evangelizers  our  purpose  is  to  proclaim  a   
     Person, Jesus Christ, who is the Good News, who is the Gospel. 
 
    2. To look at the apostles and see what their concerns were in pro-claiming 

Jesus. 
 
    3. To give an overview of the Four Basic Truths of the Gospel. 
 

 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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THE GOOD NEWS PROCLAMATION: A SYNTHESIS 
 
PURPOSE: 1. To realize that  as  evangelizers  our purpose is to proclaim a Person 
     Jesus Christ, who is the Good News, who is the Gospel. 
 

2. To look at the apostles and see what their concerns were in pro-claiming 
Jesus.  

 
    3. To give an overview of the Four Basic Truths of the Gospel. 
 
 Our purpose as evangelizers is to proclaim a Person, Jesus Christ, who is the Good 
News, who is the Gospel.  Each of us is to do this by our lifestyle and by explicit words that 
bring results:  persons brought to Jesus Christ. 
 
 All of us have heard the Good News over and over, year in and year out.  And yet, how 
many of us could present the Gospel to another person? The heart of why most Christians 
are afraid to carry out their fundamental mission to evangelize is that they have no idea of 
how to make a clear, succinct, yet easy to understand presentation of the Good News of 
Jesus Christ, the Gospel.  
 
 What happened to those men who had associated themselves with Jesus?  He had not 
established the temporal kingdom that everyone of that day was expecting.  But much to 
their surprise they experienced Him as alive after His death.   
 
 In the Easter experience, Pentecost, all that Jesus had said and done, they now 
understood in a way they had not before (Acts 2:1-4; John 14:25f). Christianity arose out of 
this Easter experience of the apostles.  The apostles understood, as a result of Pentecost, 
that this Jesus was the "Christ," God's chosen one.  And it was about this Jesus-experience 
that the apostles began to preach. They wanted everyone to share their experience and to 
know how much God loves all men and women.  
 
 The apostles' concerns were practical.  Their desire was to have people change their 
lives as a result of having experienced the risen Jesus. They wanted others to experience 
the same transformation of their lives that they had undergone. This Jesus-experience 
showed people how to live and explained what life means related to the God who is the 
source of all life. 
 
 Successful evangelization requires that the essentials of the Gospel be presented in a 
clear, easy-to-understand and effective way. The elements of this core message are 
outlined in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles.   
 
 In the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2, Peter stood up after the event of 
Pentecost and preached the Good News of the risen Jesus for the first time (Acts 2:14-18, 
22-24, 32-33, and 36-39). The response of the Jews was, "What shall we do?"  And Peter 
said to them,  
 
    "Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name  
      of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you  
     shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38; 1:8). 
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 The response to the Good News is:  repent, believe, be baptized, and witness to Jesus 
in the Spirit until He comes again. 
 

The Four Basic Truths of the Gospel 
 

 The essential elements of the Gospel are given in the following four-point summary and 
can be called, The Four Basic Truths of the Gospel.  
 
1. God loves you and wants you to have life and have it abundantly. 
 
2. All men and women have sinned and are separated from God and, as a result, cannot 

know God's love nor share in God's life with others. 
 
3. Jesus Christ is the Answer.  He is the only One who can give you the power to live this 

life abundantly. Through Him you can know God's love and share in God's life with 
others. 

 
4. You must accept Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, receive His Holy Spirit and so 

experience His power to live this new life. 
 

Truth One:  God's Plan  
 

God loves you and wants you to have life and have it abundantly. 
 
KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

John 10:10b:   I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 3:16:  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 John 4:10:  In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the expiation for our sins. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Galatians 5:22-23a: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Truth Two:  The Problem 
 

    All men and women have sinned and are separated from God and, 
    as a result, cannot know God's love nor share in God's life with others. 
 

KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

Romans 3:23:  Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Romans 1:28:  And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a 
base mind and to improper conduct. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Romans 6:23:  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Romans 7:24-25a:  Wretched man that I am!  Who will deliver me from this body of death?  

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!   
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Truth Three:  The Answer 
 

    Jesus Christ is the Answer.  He is the only One who can give you the  
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    power to live this life abundantly.  Through Him you can know God's 
    love and share in God's life with others. 
 
KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

1 John 4:10:  In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent His Son to 
be the expiation for our sins. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 5:24:  Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my word and believes him who sent me, 

has eternal life; he does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.  
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 14:6:  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 

the Father, but by me." 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Truth Four:  The Response 
 

    You must accept Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, receive His  
    Holy Spirit and so experience His power to live this new life. 
 
KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

Acts 2:38:  And Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit." 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 7:37-39a:  On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, 

"If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture has 
said, 'Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water.' "  Now this he said about the Spirit, 
which those who believed in him were to receive. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 1:12:  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 John 3:1:  See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 

God; and so we are.  The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him.  
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Acts 1:8:  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the 
earth.  
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  God loves all men and women and wants them to have life and have it abundantly. This 
life that God wants us to have can only be had in Jesus Christ who is the full revelation of 
God's love for us.  Jesus came to take away our sins, to die on the cross for us, so that we 
might be forgiven and receive new life through the gift of the Holy Spirit who empowers us 
to love as Jesus loves. 
 
 

STUDY GUIDE 
 

PART 1 
 

1. Study the entire session and make it your own.  
 

2. Explain why it is that most Catholics have no idea of how to make a clear, succinct 
presentation of the Gospel and contrast this with the experience of the apostles. 

 

3. What comes first: religious speculation followed by inner conversion or inner conversion 
followed by religious speculation? Explain. What has been the experience of most 
Catholics?  Explain.  

 

4. Successful evangelization requires that the essentials of the Gospel be presented in a 
clear, easy-to-understand and effective way.  Explain. 

 

5. Prayerfully reflect on each Scripture, listed under the KEY REFERENCES for each of 
the Four Gospel Truths, in the light of the particular Gospel Truth being reflected upon. 

 

6. MEMORIZE the Four Basic Truths of the Gospel and the Scriptures listed under   the 
Key References for each Truth. 

 

PART 2 
 
1. Prayerfully reflect on each Scripture, listed under the KEY REFERENCES for each of 

the Four Gospel Truths, together with what each scripture passage or verse is saying in 
the light of the particular Gospel Truth being reflected upon. 

 

2. Share the First Gospel Truth and the Scriptures that substantiate this Truth with 
someone who is lonely and searching.  In doing this, you are to emphasize the 'life' that 
Jesus came to bring us.  Write or type this out and come prepared to share this. 

 

  Use the Scriptures given for this Truth under Truth One in this session. 
 

When you use a particular scripture passage or verse in your proclamation of the First 
Gospel Truth, you are to write or type out that scripture passage or verse followed by 
what that scripture passage or verse is saying.   
 

3. MEMORIZE your Proclamation of the First Gospel Truth.  
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SESSION FIVE 
 

THE PROBLEM: SIN 
 
PURPOSE:  To come to the realization that:   All men and women have sinned and are 
     separated from God and, as a result, cannot know God's love nor 
     share in God's life with others (Truth Two). 
 

 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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THE PROBLEM: SIN 
 
PURPOSE:  To come to the realization that:   All men and women have sinned and are 
     separated from God and, as a result, cannot know God's love nor 
     share in God's life with others (Truth Two). 
 
 On almost every page, the Bible speaks of the reality of sin.  Among all the stories in the 
Old Testament, Genesis 3, which speaks of the fall of mankind, offers a lesson of great 
richness.  To understand the meaning of sin, although the word itself is not used here, it is 
here that we must begin. 
 
  In Genesis 3, sin is presented as an act of disobedience on the part of Adam and Eve 
who consciously and deliberately place themselves in opposition to the command of God 
(Genesis 3:3) and who stand for every man and woman.  Adam and Eve disobeyed 
because, giving into the seduction of the serpent, they wished to "be like God, knowing 
good and evil" (Genesis 3:5).   
 
 They had allowed themselves to be deceived by the serpent (Genesis 3:13).  In the 
Book of Wisdom, chapter 2, verse 24, the serpent of Genesis 3 is given its true name: the 
devil. His weapons are those of cunning and deceit. The Bible describes him as the 
"deceiver" (Genesis 3:13; Revelation 12:9; 20:7-10),"a murderer from the beginning . . . a 
liar and the father of lies" (John 8:44). 
 
 In the Old Testament, sin can be described as a situation of having broken with God 
(Genesis 3).  It is a situation in which a person has surrendered to the powers of evil 
through his own fault.  In the Old Testament, then, there is a strong emphasis on "situation" 
and not so much on "acts." 
 
 The New Testament sees sin in a much deeper way. For Jesus, sin is in the per-son's 
heart.  In Matthew's Gospel, chapter 15, verse 19, we are told that sin resides in a person's 
heart: 
 
  "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, fornication, 
  theft, false witness, slander" -- 
 
the whole gamut of wrongdoing towards others and ultimately towards God. 
 
 KEY REFERENCE to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

Matthew 15:16-20:  And he (Jesus) said, "Are you also still without under-standing?  Do 

you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and so passes 
on?  But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a man.  
For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false 
witness, slander.  These are what defile a man; but to eat with unwashed hands does 
not defile a man." 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The exterior acts that Jesus is talking about here are sinful because they proceed from 
a sinful heart. 
 
 From this passage alone, we can see that all men and women have sinned.  You have 
sinned and I have sinned.  As a result, you and I have been robbed of life.  There is no 
denying that fact.  Each of us has chosen to go our own way, do our own thing rather than 
what God has commanded us to do.  When we sin, we are robbed of life, life to the full. 
 
 What is sin?  Sin is everything that is contrary to God's law, contrary to the Ten 
Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 5:6-21).  Sin robs us of life. 
 
 Jesus tells us in Matthew's Gospel, chapter 22, verses 37-40:  
 
  "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all  
  your  soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and first com- 
  mandment.  And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor  
  as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the law  
  and the prophets" (Cf. Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18).  
 
And then Jesus says in Luke's Gospel, chapter 10, verse 28b,  
 
  ". . . . do this and you will live." 
 
 What we are being told is that the Ten Commandments are summed up in these first 
two commandments:  
 
  "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all  
  your soul, and with all your mind. 
 
  "You shall love your neighbor as yourself" (Cf. Mark 12:30f; Luke 
  10:27). 
 
In other words, we keep the Ten Commandments out of love of God and out of love of 
neighbor.  Keep these commandments and you will live. 
 
 Sin is not only estrangement from God but also slavery to Satan.  
 
 The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) talk about the "forgiveness of sins" but 
in John's Gospel, Jesus comes to take away "the sin of the world" (John 1:29).   
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 In this phrase, "the sin of the world," we find the widest social dimension given to sin 
because both past and present are contained in it -- all the generations of human-kind -- a 
state of sinfulness, a power moving man and woman away from God.   
 
 In John 1:29, Jesus has come to take away "the sin of the world" by giving men and 
women the Holy Spirit and with that gift the power not to sin anymore.  
 
 The opposition between God and sin is such that communion with God destroys in man 
even the possibility of sin --  

 
      1 John 3:6 --  "No one who abides in him sins . . . ."  
 
     1 John 3:9 --  "No one born of God commits sin;  
           for God's nature abides in him, and  
           he cannot sin because he is born of  
           God." 

 
 A Christian cannot sin anymore according to the measure of his communion with God.  
 
 In John's First Epistle, his purpose is not to exhort the faithful to lead a good Christian 
moral life but to explain the spiritual reality that is present in their hearts.  Our good actions 
arise from our relation with God and our sin comes from our lack of relation with God. 
 
 In 1 John, chapter 3, verse 4, sin is described as lawlessness.  Transgression of the law 
is not just an external act.  What moved the person to act needs to be looked at as well.  A 
person needs to look within to see what inspired the action in the first place.  
 
 The sinner can only do the works of the devil that Christ came to undo. John focuses on 
two of these works:  murder and lying (John 8:44).   
 
 Murder and lying can only be explained by hatred.  This hate is the killing of Christ 
(John 8:37).  The sinner not only refuses to accept the light but hates the light. 

 
 KEY REFERENCE to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

John 3:19-20:  And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and men 

loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one who 
does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 John, in his First Epistle, brings out that all have sinned. 

 
 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

1 John 1:8:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 John 1:10:  If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 John 1:6:  If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie 

and do not live according to the truth.  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 John 2:4:  He who says "I know him" but disobeys his commandments is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 John 2:9:  He who says he is in the light and hates his brother is in the darkness still. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 John 4:20:  If any one says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not 
seen. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 John, in his Gospel, shows that the victory of Christ is over the world (John 16: 33) and 
over Satan (John 12:31).  
 
 Paul, in his Epistles, gives many lists of sins that are often accompanied by a list of 
virtues (Galatians 5:19-23; Ephesians 4:31-32; 5:3-9; Colossians 3:5-14).   
 
 Paul sees the root of sin to be "greed," always desiring to possess more and more. Paul 
identifies greed (covetousness) with idolatry in Colossians 3:5 and in Ephesians 5:5. 
 
 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

Colossians 3:5:  Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ephesians 5:5:  Be sure of this, that no fornicator or impure man, or one who is 
covetous (that is, an idolater), has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 Idolatry is refusal to honor God.  The source of sin is man's refusal to receive; man's 
insistence on his own self-sufficiency.  All other sins derive from this sin of idolatry.   
 
 Paul sees greed as the main vice of paganism which is the opposite of Christian love.  
Christian love leads the Christian to become the slave of others.  The Christian serves 
others while the pagan tries to use others as instruments of profit and pleasure. 
 
 In Galatians 5:16-21, sinful acts are called works of the flesh and Paul contrasts these 
works of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit given in verses 22-23. 
 
 In the Bible, "flesh" refers to all of man or woman, both body and soul, as opposed to 
the Creator.  It means the weakness of man or woman left to his or her own powers. 
"Flesh" equals the weakness of the creature over against God.  Another way of stating it is 
that "flesh" equals the human condition insofar as it is an instrument of sin. 
 
 Romans 6:12 (write out) :  ________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 In this verse, "mortal bodies" refers to "man or woman."  Body and soul equals the flesh. 
 
 In the New Testament, the sin of final hardening is the sin against the Holy Spirit (Luke 
12:10; Matthew 12:31-32; Mark 3:28-29).  It is the role of the Holy Spirit to guide us into all 
the truth, to lead us to Jesus. Hardening of the heart is closely related to the rejection of the 
Holy Spirit (John 16:13-15). 
 
 As the evangelizer proclaims, through the Scriptures, the great mercy and love   of God, 
the hearer will be moved by the Holy Spirit to a sense of his or her own sin. 
 
 To be an effective evangelizer implies that the evangelizer does not go around pointing 
the finger at another (See:  Isaiah 58:9-11).   
 
 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
   

Romans 4:7-8: Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 

covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not reckon his sin. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 8:12:  Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who 

follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
STUDY GUIDE 

 

PART 1 
 

1. Study the entire session and make it your own.  
 
2. Briefly explain what sin is. 
 
3. Discuss the phrase "the sin of the world" as mentioned in the Gospel of John, chapter 1, 

verse 29. 
 
4. How can a Christian protect himself from committing sin? 
 
5. In the New Testament, what is the sin of final hardening?  Explain. 
 
6. Prayerfully reflect on each Scripture, listed under the KEY REFERENCES, in the light of 

the purpose and content given in this session, to come to a basic understanding of the 
concept of sin. 

 
7. MEMORIZE the KEY REFERENCES for Session Five. 
 
 

PART 2 
 

1. Prayerfully reflect on each Scripture, listed under the KEY REFERENCES, in the light of 
what each Scripture is saying and how it brings out the concept of sin. 

 
2. Share with someone who is lonely and searching why we need the Lord Jesus using 

the Second Gospel Truth and the Scriptures that substantiate this Truth.  In doing 
this, you are to emphasize the 'life' that Jesus came to bring us. Write or type this out 

and come prepared to share this. 
 

Use the Scriptures given for this Truth under Truth Two in Session Four and then use 
those Scriptures given in this session that best bring out for you the Second Gospel 
Truth.  

 
When you use a particular scripture passage or verse in your proclamation of the 
Second Gospel Truth, you are to write or type out that scripture passage or verse 
followed by what that scripture passage or verse is saying.   
 

 3. MEMORIZE your Proclamation of the Second Gospel Truth.  
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SESSION SIX 
 

JESUS: SAVIOR AND LORD 
 
PURPOSE: 1) To come to an appreciation of the Third Gospel Truth: Jesus Christ  
     is the Answer.  He is the only One who can give you the power to live this 
     life abundantly.  Through Him you can know God's love and share in 
     God's life with others. 
 
    2) To internalize this by learning how to apply this amazing Truth to the 
     different situations of life.  

 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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JESUS: SAVIOR AND LORD 
 
PURPOSE: 1) To come to an appreciation of the Third Gospel Truth: Jesus Christ  
     is the Answer.  He is the only One who can give you the power to live this 
     life abundantly.  Through Him you can know God's love and share in 
     God's life with others. 
 
    2) To internalize this by learning how to apply this amazing Truth to the 
     different situations of life.  
 
 People reach for God or seek peace of mind and heart in many ways. They try to bridge 
the distance between themselves and God in different ways. 
 

         
 The startling truth is that we cannot reach God by our own efforts. It is God who reaches 
out to us out of His great love for us who bridges the gap that lies between Him and 
ourselves.  God takes the initiative and does this through His only Son, Jesus Christ, who is 
both God and man, divine and human. 
 
 Jesus tells us, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but 
by me" (John 14:6). 
 

 
 
 Write out your response to the following question:  How did you try to reach God 
before you entered into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ? 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The first preaching of the apostles to the Jews is given in the Book of the Acts of the 
Apostles:  Acts 2:14-39; Acts 3:12-26; Acts 5:29-32; Acts 10:37-43; and Acts 13:26-31. 
 
What was proclaimed in the preaching of the apostles was: 

 
1.  Jesus was marked out by God as His special and chosen representative who went 

about teaching and doing good. 
 

 2. But the Jews, rejecting Him, had Him put to death. 
 
 3. God raised Him up and ordains Him now as Judge of the living and the dead and 

gives forgiveness of sins, and new everlasting life through Him.  
 
The apostles testified that: 
 
 1. Jesus claimed to be salvation. 
 
 2. God made Him manifest as such. 
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 3. God had already worked salvation in Him by raising Him from the dead. 
 
 4.  Jesus in His resurrection was merely the firstborn among many brethren. 
 
 5. We, too, could all share in the same salvation by sharing in His cross and  
  resurrection. 
 
 Salvation came from making an act of faith in the Lord Jesus. There is a new plan of 
salvation revealed by God.  It is open to all the world and to all men and women 
everywhere.  A person enters into this salvation by an act of faith in Jesus. In all of these 
announcements, there are three common elements. 
 
 1. They announce a FACT:  something which had happened and to which    
  the apostles themselves were witnesses.  They present it as something 
  which had really occurred, an historical reality:  the unjust death and the 
  glorious resurrection of Jesus the Christ. 
 
 2. They proclaim God's purpose in what happened:  God sent Jesus to   
  die and God raised Him from the dead.  And this is presented as Good  
  News, as the fulfillment of the promises for Israel, and as salvation for the  
  nations. 
  
 3. They make a direct application of the facts recounted to the hearers' own 
  lives:  the hearers must repent, believe, be baptized.  Forgiveness of 
  sins will follow upon this and the coming of the Holy Spirit to each individ- 
  ual person. 
 
  Acts 2:38 (write our)   ____________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 In their preaching, the apostles communicate to their listeners the FACT that  Jesus' 
death and resurrection is the foundation of everything that comes after.  It is in Jesus, as 
having died and risen, that a person must believe.  
  

Jesus: Savior 

 
 What does it mean to be saved?  Webster's dictionary defines "save" in the following 
ways: 
 
1. to deliver from sin; 
 
2. to rescue or deliver from danger or harm; 
 
3. to preserve or guard from injury, destruction or loss. 
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 Recall your own experience of being saved.  Have you ever experienced having to be 
somewhere important and you could not make it, but someone else covered for you?  You 
saved face!  Or have you ever experienced making a terrible mistake in your work and 
another person caught that mistake for you?  What was your experience?  In the space 
provided, write your experience of: 
 
1) Having saved someone:   _________________________________________________ 
  

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2) Someone having saved you:  ______________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 In John 1:29, we are told, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!"  Jesus is the One who takes away the sin of the world by His death on the cross 
and gives to those who believe in Him the gift of His Holy Spirit and with that gift the power 
not to sin anymore.   
 
 Liberation from the slavery of sin is accomplished only by Jesus Christ. It involves God's 
initiative in Jesus Christ and the human response which is faith.  Acknowledgement of 
one's sin is necessary for salvation. 

 
 KEY REFERENCE to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

Luke 5:31-32:  And Jesus answered them, "Those who are well have no need of a 

physician, but those who are sick; I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance." 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 Timothy 1:15: The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners. 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Romans 10:12-13:  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord 

is Lord of all and bestows his riches upon all who call upon him.  For, "every one who 
calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved." 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 John 1:9:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and  will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

 Jesus promises to save us from our sins, from living a life that has no meaning or hope. 

 
 KEY REFERENCE to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 

 
John 8:12: I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life. 
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 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Jesus: Lord 
 

 What does this title "Lord" mean?   
 
 To speak of Jesus as Lord is to say that He is equal to the Father in that He shares the 
same divine nature as the Father, has the same power and is distinct from the Father in His 
relationship to the Father.  He is Son.  He is worthy of the same adoration as the Father. 
 
 Jesus is head of all creation and as such all history finds it's meaning in Him. Through 
Him all men and women are reconciled to the Father.   
 
 Complete obedience is due to Jesus for He is the only way to the Father and in Him 
men and women find their fulfillment.  
 
 KEY REFERENCE to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

John 14:8-11:  Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied."  

Jesus said to him, "Have I been  with you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip? 
He who has seen me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  Do 
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father in me?   
 
"The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority; but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in me; 
or else believe me for the sake of the works themselves." 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Colossians 1:15-20:  He is the image of the invisible God, the  first-born of all creation; 

for in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities--all things were created through him  
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and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.   
 

He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, 
that in everything he might be pre-eminent. For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or 
in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

  

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 14:6:  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes 

to the Father, but by me." 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Jesus is Lord over the entire universe.  His desire is that all men and women submit to 
His Lordship and come to know the freedom that such submission to Him brings. 
 
 His Lordship is acclaimed in Paul's Letter to the Philippians 2:5-11, in that beautiful 
hymn that sings of Jesus' emptying that resulted in His being proclaimed Lord over all 
creation, over all men and women. 
 
 KEY REFERENCE to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
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Philippians 2:5-11:  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men.  And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto 
death, even death on a cross.  

 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

In the Scriptures, the role of Jesus as Lord is clearly outlined. 
 
1. He is the Person about whom we preach: 
 

"For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord . . . " (2 Corinthians 4:5). 
 

2. Jesus is to be obeyed: 
 

". . . each of them doing only what the Lord assigned him" (1Corinthians 3:5b, NAB). 
 
3. Jesus gives authority: 
 

"For even if I boast a little too much of our authority, which the Lord gave . . . " (2 
Corinthians 10:8). 

 
4. He is the reason for Christian service: 
 
 ". . . he whom you serve is the Lord" (Romans 12:11b, NAB). 
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5. The Christian belongs totally to Jesus: 
 
 "If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether 
 we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's" (Romans 14:8). 
 
6. Jesus is Lord of men and women: 
 

"There is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and 
bestows his riches upon all who call upon him" (Romans 10:12). 

 
7. Jesus will judge all men and women when He comes in glory: 
 

"I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted.  It is  the 
Lord who judges me.  Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the 
Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose 
the purposes of the heart.  Then every man will receive his commendation from God" (1 
Corinthians 4:4-5). 

 
 Allowing Jesus to be Lord of our lives is a life-long process.  After we accept Jesus 
Christ as Savior, then we must begin the long process of brining our lives into submission 
to Him as Lord.  
 
Where do you stand with Jesus as Lord?   
 
 There are three kinds of people in the world.  Which one of these would you say you 
are? 
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Which one of these circles represents you?  Which one of these circles do you desire to 
become?   
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Accepting Jesus means entering into a personal relationship with Him in which we know 
His love and forgiveness as Savior.  It means making a deliberate choice to follow Him, 
giving our life to Him and allowing Him to be the Lord and center of our life.  That is what it 
means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 

 Through repentance and daily conversion, we slowly become transformed into the 
image of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).  We are told in Ephesians 1:9-10, the mystery 
of His will, in Christ, is to unite all things in Him under His Lordship. 
 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 
 2 Corinthians 3:18 _______________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Ephesians 1:9f   _________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

In conclusion: 
 
 The CONVERSION PROCESS is fourfold and involves: 
 
  1. acknowledgment of personal sin followed by repentance. 
 
  2. belief in Jesus Christ and acceptance of Him as Savior and Lord. 
 
  3. receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
  4. beginning the long process of submitting every area of one's life to the  
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   Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 

Personal Encounters 
 

 There are many life situations (Personal Encounters) that we find difficult to respond to 
from the standpoint of faith.  In your journal, you are to respond to the following Personal 
Encounters by giving:  a) the answer of the unconverted, b) the answer of faith (the answer 
of the Good News).   
 

1. I'm a good Catholic.  I do everything I'm suppose to:  Mass on Sunday, receive the 
sacraments, pray and I tithe, too.  I provide for my family; work hard at my job.  But I still 
feel unfulfilled and oftentimes wonder, "Is this all there is to life?" 

 

2. To escape my emptiness and find peace I experimented with drugs.  I thought I might 
even come closer to God.  When I needed help, the Church turned its back on me.  I 
only wanted some understanding and truthfulness from people and all I found was 
hypocrisy among Christians.  So my search has led me here, to self-indulgence in drugs 
and withdrawal from society. But it's not my fault. I did everything I could and besides 
that I'm not hurting anyone. 

 

3. My God and my faith are very important to me.  But my husband doesn't come to 
Church with me.  Whenever we talk about Church or God, it leads to arguments. I just 
don't know how to talk anymore or even what to talk about. 

 

4. I just can't divorce her. What would my parents say.  They would throw a fit.  It's not that 
they like her so much, but they are Catholic and believe marriage is forever.  My mother 
especially is devout and follows all the rules.  For myself, I don't go to Church anymore 
but my parents don't know it.  

 

5. I'm really excited about being a Christian.  I've just found Jesus and He is all I need.  No 
more Church for me.  Who needs it!  I've got Jesus.  He reveals Him-  

 self to me in the Bible.  I read it every day now. 
 

6. One thing I'm not and that is a hypocrite!  I don't go to Mass anymore.  It's so boring; the 
same thing over and over.  The sermons are lousy.  Then after Mass, in the parking lot, 
people would rather run over one another than patiently wait.  This upsets me so much. 
I feel that it is better to stay home and pray, or pray with some TV evangelist.  I feel so 
close to God and He understands how I feel. 

 

7. You know I'm  very sick  with cancer and confined to bed.  At first I couldn't accept the 
news, then I became angry about it.  Now I'm depressed and have lost my zeal for life.  I 
really don't enjoy having company anymore, especially when they talk about God.  I 
don't like to even talk to God anymore, but I do enjoy Communion when they bring it. 

 

8. I'm up in years and wonder if I'm worthwhile anymore.  And so many changes:  the 
young people, what a mess; the Church. I just can't believe what they say anymore.  
Whatever happened to sin and meatless Fridays?  I just don't believe like I use to. 

 

9. It is so discouraging.  Every time I say too much in anger, I get disgusted with myself 
and vow never to let it happen again.  Then  at the next opportunity, there I go again.  I 
get mad at myself and feel badly once more. 
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10.  I really don't know what to do. I was raised Catholic, married in the Church, but now I 
am separated. I no longer go to Church.  I just don't feel right about it.  Maybe it's guilt.  I 
don't know.  

 

 In giving the answer of faith (the answer of the Good News), you are to respond in a 
way that will give you the opportunity to lead into the Third Gospel Truth by pointing out that 
Jesus is the Answer.  In so doing, you are in a position to give your entire Gospel Proclama-
tion by then going on to the First Gospel Truth, into the second, third, and fourth, etc.  
 

 In doing the Personal Encounters, if at all possible, try to end your response of faith 
(the answer of the Good News) in one of the following ways: 
 

1. Your life would be far more fulfilled if your motive for living were this dynamic awareness 
of who Jesus is for you and how much He loves you. 

 

2. Do you really want to come closer to God?  I know a way.  The way I know of is Jesus.  
So let me share with you how knowing Him personally can make your life different.  
Who is Jesus for you? 

 

3. I really think you need to let him be led to the Lord by your loving example instead of 
driven to the Lord.  Let me show you how.... 

 

4. You really need a different way of seeing God in your life.  Are you interested?  Would 
you like to draw closer to Him?  Let me show you a way.... 

 

5. I do think that the closer we get to the Lord, the more we think like Him.  Can you see 
where you may need to think more like the Lord?  Would you like to be able  

 to think more like Jesus?  Let me show you a way.... 
 

6. Is that how you are feeling?  Would you like to come to know Jesus more deeply? Let 
me show you a way.... 

 

7. Would you like to continue in your present mentality or do you want a change?  Will you 
let me show you a way? 

 

8. How well do you know the Lord?  How close are you to Him?  Would you like to draw 
closer to Him?  Let me show you a way.... 

 

9. Without the Lord in your life, I can predict all that you will go through:  depression, guilt, 
anger, loneliness -- the pits.  With the Lord in your life, you can live a future that is full of 
life, full of meaning, full of love.  Are you interested?  Let me show you a way.... 

 
STUDY GUIDE 

 
PART 1 

 

1. Study the entire session and make it your own. 
 
2. Write out your response to the following question:  How did you try to reach God 

before you entered into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ? 
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 Do during your prayer time.  Space has been provided for this in your handbook.  Come 
prepared to share this.  

 

3. Study Texts of Apostles' Preaching:  Study the three common elements and where they 
occur in each text of the early preaching of the apostles:  Acts 2:22-24, 32-33, and 36-
39; Acts 3:12-26; Acts 5:29-32; and Acts 10:37-43. 

 

4. Write out your experience of a) having saved someone, b) someone having saved you. 
Space has been provided for this in your handbook. Come prepared to share this. 

 

5. Discuss what it means to let Jesus be Lord of our lives. 
 

6. What is the fourfold conversion process and relate it to your own life. 
 

  7. Prayerfully reflect on each Scripture, listed under the KEY REFERENCES, in the light of 
the purpose and content given in this session, to come to a basic understanding that 
Jesus is the Answer to all the problems men and women face in life. 

 

  8. MEMORIZE the KEY REFERENCES for Session Six.  
 

PART 2 
 

1. Write or type out your responses to the Personal Encounters by giving a) the answer of 
the unconverted, b) the answer of the Good News.  Come prepared to share these. 

 

In doing the Personal Encounters, if at all possible, you are to end your response of 
faith (the answer of the Good News) in one of the ways given in this session under 
Personal Encounters. 

 

2. Prayerfully reflect on each Scripture, listed under the KEY REFERENCES, in the light of 
what each scripture passage or verse is saying. 

 

3. Share the Third Gospel Truth using the Scriptures that substantiate this Truth with 
someone who is lonely and searching.  In doing this, you are to emphasize the 'life' that 
Jesus came to bring us. Write or type this out and come prepared to share this.   

 

Use the Scriptures given for this Truth under Truth Three in Session Four and then use 
those Scriptures given in this session that best bring out for you the Third Gospel Truth 
starting with the section entitled, Jesus:  Savior.  
 

When you use a particular scripture passage or verse in your proclamation of the Third 
Gospel Truth, you are to write or type out that scripture passage or verse followed by 
what that scripture passage or verse is saying.  
 

4. MEMORIZE your Proclamation of the Third Gospel Truth. 
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SESSION SEVEN 
 

INVITATION AND COMMITMENT 
 

PURPOSE: 1. To learn how to bring a person to Jesus Christ. 
 

     2. To come to the realization that God's plan of salvation for all men and 
      women requires a RESPONSE -- Truth Four:   You must accept Jesus 
      Christ as your Savior and Lord, receive His Holy Spirit and so experience 
      His power to live this new life.   
 

 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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INVITATION AND COMMITMENT 
 

PURPOSE: 1. To learn how to bring a person to Jesus Christ. 
 

     2. To come to the realization that God's plan of salvation for all men and 
      women requires a RESPONSE -- Truth Four:   You must accept Jesus 
      Christ as your Savior and Lord, receive His Holy Spirit and so experience 
      His power to live this new life.   
 
  To bring a person to Jesus means that this person has come to the realization that 
Jesus is to be Savior and Lord of his or her life. Realizing this, the person reaches out to 
Jesus and asks Him to come into his or her life as Savior and Lord. Through this deliberate 
choice for Jesus, he or she now becomes a follower of Jesus Christ, a disciple. 
 

  When this is done, a certain breakthrough takes place and changes begin to occur.  The 
lifestyle, values and desires of the newly evangelized are affected.  Changes begin to occur 
in these areas. 
 

  The exhortation of St. Paul in Romans 12:2 begins to be lived out.   
 

  KEY PASSAGE to write out and highlight in your Bible: 
 
  Romans 12:2  _________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

This leads us to consider the final basic truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Truth Four                           The Response 
 

You must accept Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, receive His Holy Spirit and so 
experience His power to live this new live. 

 

 Jesus is the WAY to the Father.  There is no other path by which we can live a  
life, the quality of which is love, joy, and peace.  In this sense, the life of the Spirit is not an 
optional extra, for as Jesus says in John 15:5, "apart from me you can do nothing."  

 

John 15:5 (write out):  ___________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 John 10:7-11 (write out):  __________________________________________________ 
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  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 KEY REFERENCES to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

John 12:32:  and I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself. 

 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Revelation 3:20:  Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and 

opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 7:37-39a:  On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and 
proclaimed, "If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink.  He who believes in me, as 
the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water.' " 
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Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to receive. 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 1:12:  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God. 

 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 6:27:  Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for  the food which endures to 
eternal life, which the Son of man will give to you; for on him has God the Father set his 
seal. 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
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John 6:35:  Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not 
hunger, and he who believes in me shall never thirst." 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 Peter 2:4:  Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men but in God's sight 

chosen and precious. 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

2 Peter 3:9:  The Lord is not slow about his promise as some count slowness, but is 
forbearing toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance. 

 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sirach 24:19-20:  Come to me, you who desire me, and eat your fill of my produce. For 

the remembrance of me is sweeter than honey, and my inheritance sweeter than the 
honeycomb. 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
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  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Deuteronomy 30:19f:  "I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that I 
have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life, that you 
and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice, and 
cleaving to him; for that means life to you . . . ." 

 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 As evangelizers, our task is to bring individuals to a conscious awareness that Jesus is 
truly knocking at the door of their hearts, waiting to come in and give them fullness of life.  
His desire is to enter the heart of every man and woman and be their Savior and Lord. 
 

 There are two parts to the call of the Lord to come to Him:  His personal invitation to each 
person and the response of the person.  
 

The Lord's Personal Call.    
 

 The Lord Himself must prepare the heart of every man and woman who is to receive Him. 
 

 "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws  
 him" (John 6:44).   
  

 It is the Lord who pursues every man and woman to come to Him.  He is the hound of 
heaven. 
 

 "And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men (and 
 women) to myself" (John 12:32).  
 

The Response of the Individual. 
 

 To make a deliberate choice to receive the Lord's offer of salvation by saying "YES" to 
His call to accept Him as Savior and Lord of his or her life, and in so doing, become His 
disciple, and begin to make every effort to become more and more like Him.  
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Invitation 
 

 The Gospel proclamation is completed by inviting the listener to accept Jesus Christ as 
his or her Savior and Lord.  After the Good News has been presented, the listener can be 
led to Christ with three types of questions. 
 

 1. A Question of Understanding. 
 

   "Do you have any questions about what has been said?" 
 

 2. A Question of Clarification. 
 

   "Do you know Jesus Christ in a personal way?" 
 

 3. A Question of Commitment. 
 

   "Do you want to commit your life to Jesus?" or "Do you want to recommit your life to 
   Jesus?" 
 

 These are questions that do not threaten, push, or condemn.  Neither should the 
evangelizer.  It is just a way of asking if someone has a personal relationship with Jesus, 
and if not, would he or she like to have such a relationship. 
 

 There are several possible answers to the question of commitment:  "Do you want to 
commit your life to Jesus Christ?"  
 

 1. Yes.  How do I do this? 
 

   Use the prayer of commitment. 
 

 2. No.  Not at this time. 
 

   Accept the person where he or she is.  This is not the time. 
 

 3. Not certain. 
 

   Reason for this response may be: 
 

   a) the Gospel Proclamation has not been clearly presented; 
 

   b) the listener may wish to have more time to reflect on the Gospel 
      Proclamation. 
 

 The moment of invitation is a very special time.  Jesus Christ is on the other side of the 
door of a person's heart, knocking, desiring that person to open the door of his or her heart 
to Him.  He does not force His way in.  The person has to open the door and ask Jesus to 
come in.  
 

 Evangelizers can help people open the door of their hearts.  How?  By explaining what 
will happen; how a person might feel; what fruit a person can expect to see in his or her life.   
 

Commitment 
 

 As evangelizers, our privilege is to help people recognize the door of life, that door which 
is commitment to Jesus Christ.  We want to help people come to Jesus.  
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 Asking them to accept Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord and leading them to pray the 
Prayer of Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ, helps them open the door of their hearts to 
let Jesus Christ in so that they might experience Him as Savior and Lord and know the 
power of His Holy Spirit at work in their lives.  
 

The Prayer of Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

            Lord Jesus Christ, I come before You knowing  
               that I am a sinner, and that I am in need of  
               Your forgiving, healing love.  
 

            I believe that the Father, because of His great  
                love for me, sent You, Jesus, to die on  
                the cross for me for the forgiveness of my  
                sins. 
 

             I renounce all my sins and all attachment to sin. 
 

            And I ask You, Jesus, to come into my life and  
                to take possession of my heart as my  
                personal Savior and Lord.  
 

            I desire, with Your help, to follow You and I  
                submit myself in obedience to You as Lord  
                over my life. 
 

            Fill me, Lord Jesus, with Your Holy Spirit that I  
                might be empowered to witness You to all  
                whom I meet. 
 

            Thank you, Lord Jesus, for doing this for me now.  
                Amen. 
 

The essential elements in the prayer of commitment. 
 

 The essential elements in this prayer of commitment are very important.  They are --   
 

 1. Acknowledgment of sin and a desire to repent of all sin. 
 

 2. Acceptance of Jesus Christ as one's personal Savior and Lord.   
 

 3. A resolute decision to follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ and submission to Him as 
Lord. In other words, he or she is making a deliberate choice to  become a disciple 
of Jesus Christ, His follower. 

 

 4. Asking to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 

 The essential elements in the prayer of commitment are to be pointed out to the person 
being evangelized before the Prayer of Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ is prayed. To 
simply pray this prayer of commitment is no guarantee that a person's life will be 
transformed.  Confession with the lips is not enough but belief in the heart as well is 
required for salvation. 
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 In praying this prayer of commitment, the person is committing himself or herself to follow 
Jesus now, to be His disciple. And to follow Jesus means that the person wills to put on the 
mind, heart and values of Jesus.  It becomes a turning point in this person's life, an about 
turn. 
 

 The direction he or she was going in is now going to change. His or her life will take a 
new direction.  That direction will be towards Jesus, becoming more like Him, gradually 
allowing Him to become the center of his or her life. 
 

 To do that the person must become rooted in the Scriptures.  There he or she will learn 
how to be like Jesus in all that He says and does.  This is, therefore, a time of serious 
decision because it brings about serious consequences -- a changed life. 
 

 KEY REFERENCE to memorize and highlight in your Bible: 
 

Romans 10:9:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The sign of successful evangelization does not necessarily mean getting people to pray 
this Prayer of Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. Some individuals may pray this prayer 
simply to please the evangelizer or to put an end to their time together. 
 

  The commitment prayer is an aid to evangelizers in helping them lead others to make a 
personal commitment to Jesus Christ, which means doing this with the full realization of 
becoming a follower of Jesus Christ, becoming His disciple. Therefore, freedom should be 
felt by those being evangelized to pray the prayer of commitment or not because of the 
seriousness of the commitment. 
 

Ways in which the prayer of commitment can be made. 
 

1. The simplest way to have a person pray the prayer of commitment is to give the prayer 
card to the person being evangelized and to ask him or her to look it over to see if he or 
she wants to pray it.  If the answer is yes, the evangelizer points out the essential 
elements contained in the prayer of commitment. 

 

2. If the person being evangelized is unable to pray the prayer out loud, for exam- ple, if 
the person is sick, the evangelizer can lead the prayer and the person being 
evangelized can repeat each part of the prayer silently, or the person can be given the 
prayer card and can pray the prayer silently. 

 

The laying on of hands. 
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  The evangelizer explains that after the prayer of commitment has been prayed, he or 
she will lay his or her hands gently on the person's head and pray for a new outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit.  But before doing that, the evangelizer explains the significance of the laying 
on of hands.  
 

The significance of the laying on of hands. 
 

1. The laying on of hands is regarded as prayer in action, as a symbol of prayer, similar to 
a genuflection or sign of the Cross. 

 

2. It is a visible sign of the fact that the prayer being offered is for this person. 
 

3. It represents the fact that one person is a channel of grace for another. The Lord uses 
persons to transmit His grace to others. This is concretely felt when the one praying lays 
his or her hands on the head of the one being prayed for. 

 

4. Physical contact through the laying on of hands is a powerful manifestation of caring, 
sensitivity, friendship, love, and support. 

 

5. Touch is a healing action.  Jesus frequently touched those whom He healed. 
 

6. The laying on of hands is used sacramentally at Baptism, Confirmation, Reconciliation, 
Holy Orders, and the Anointing of the Sick. 

 

Before praying the prayer of commitment. 
 

1. Take some time with the person being evangelized to become quiet within and to 
realize the presence of the Lord in your midst. 

 

2. Ask the person if there is any grace, any special intention that he or she most deeply 
desires and would like prayers for now. 

 

Prayer of commitment. 
 

1. The prayer of commitment is prayed slowly and with conviction. 
 

2. After the prayer of commitment is prayed, the evangelizer lays hands gently on the 
person's head and prays the prayer for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The prayer for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
 

1. Begin by praising the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
 

2. Give praise and thanksgiving to the Father for having created this person just as he or 
she is and for all that He is doing in this person, for this person, and through this 
person. 

 

3. Pray to the Father about how much this person desires to give himself or herself 
completely to Him through His Son, Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

4. Ask the Lord Jesus to send His healing light and love into this person, and to heal this 
person of any obstacles that may be a hindrance to the Holy Spirit working more fully in 
this person. 



66 

5. Ask the Lord Jesus to pour out upon this person His Holy Spirit and all the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, so that he or she might be empowered to serve Him and to witness to Him 
more effectively.   

 

6. End with a prayer of thanksgiving and praise of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for 
what they have done for this person.  

 

After praying the prayer for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
 

  The evangelizer is to explain some of the effects the newly evangelized can expect to 
experience.   
 

1. Different people have different experiences -- feelings are not the important thing.   
 

2. The person is to look for the new ways that God is at work in him or her:  
 

    -a new joy and peace; 
    -a new desire for prayer and for the reading of Scripture; 
    -a new boldness. 
 

3. The fruit of the Spirit will become more evident in the person's life (See:  Galatians 5:22-
23a). 

 

4. The person can expect to experience a new power to love in difficult situations, to be 
more understanding and kind, patient and long-suffering in situations that before were 
impossible to handle. 

 

5. There are other manifestations of the presence of the Holy Spirit that the person can 
expect. 

 

  The person will experience the Bible as a living word that speaks to him or her 
personally. Encourage the newly evangelized to prayerfully read the Bible every day.  
By prayerfully reading the Bible every day, the person will come to know Jesus more 
deeply, who He is and what He has done for us, and will learn how to be a faithful 
follower of His, a faithful disciple. 

 

6. He or she can expect to be guided by the Holy Spirit because now he or she is more 
aware of the Holy Spirit.  

 

7. All of the person's problems will not go away at once.  Some problems may not go away 
but he or she will have a new power to deal with them.   

 

8. The Holy Spirit will make a big change in him or her.  But not everything will be changed 
at once.  Some things will take more time. 

 

9. Satan will try and tempt the person to doubt whether anything has really happened.  
Doubt will hinder the person from experiencing change. 

 

10. The evangelizer makes clear to the person that the Holy Spirit has been poured out 
upon him or her so that he or she can be empowered to be like Jesus -- to love as 
Jesus loves, to be His disciple, His follower, walking in His footsteps. 
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11. The evangelizer asks if there are any questions. 

 

12. The evangelizer ends the visit by inviting the person to the small group where he or she 
can experience ongoing growth, encouragement and nurturing in the Lord.  

 

The New Testament and the Giving of the Holy Spirit 
 

 In the New Testament, the giving of the Holy Spirit can take place directly by an act of 
God Himself (Acts 2:1-4; 10:44-48) or by the laying on of hands (Acts 8:4-24; 9:1-19; 19:1-
7). 
 

 WRITE OUT the following and highlight in your Bible: 
 
 Acts 10:44-48  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Acts 19:1-7  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
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 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Effective Prayer:  Its Principles and Its Promises 
 

PRINCIPLE 1: Pray without anxiety; in everything let your requests be made   
       known to God; pray with thankfulness. 
 

   Philippians 4:5-7.   
 

   "Let all men know your forbearance.  The Lord is at hand.  Have no 
   anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with  
   thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace  
   of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and your  
   minds in Christ Jesus." 
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  the peace of God will keep you in Christ  
  Jesus. 
 

PRINCIPLE 2:  Live in obedience to the commands of God. 
 

  1 John 3:22.   
 

  "And we receive from him whatever we ask, because we keep his com-  
  mandments and do what pleases him." 
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  you receive whatever you ask.  
 

PRINCIPLE 3:  Pray with expectant faith. 
 

  Matthew 21:21-22.   
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  ". . . if you have faith, and do not doubt, you shall . . . do what was done   
  to the fig tree . . . And everything you ask in prayer,  believing, you shall  
  receive."  (N.A.S.) 
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  you receive whatever you ask. 
 

PRINCIPLE 4:  Confess your sins and intercede for one another. 
 

  James 5:16.  
 

  "Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another,  
  that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous man has great power  
  in its effects." 
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  healing is given. 
 

PRINCIPLE 5:  Pray according to God's will. 
 

  1 John 5:14-15. 
 

  "And this is the confidence which we have in him, that if we ask anything 
  according to his will he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us in what-  
  ever we ask, we know that we have obtained the requests made of him." 
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  your requests are granted. 
 

PRINCIPLE 6:  Pray in Jesus' name. 
 

  John 16:24.  
 

  "Hitherto you have asked nothing in my name; ask, and you will receive, 
  that your joy may be full." 
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  you will receive, that your joy may be 
  full. 
 

PRINCIPLE 7:  Pray for wisdom. 
 

  James 1:5.  
 

  "If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives to all men gener-   
  ously and without reproaching, and it will be given him."   
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  wisdom will be given to you.  
 

PRINCIPLE 8:  Be reconciled with your brothers and sisters. 
 

  Matthew 5:23-24.  
 

  "So if you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your  
  brother (or sister) has something against you, leave your gift there  
  before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother (or sister), and  
  then come and offer your gift." 
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  your prayer will be heard; your gift will be  
  accepted. 
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PRINCIPLE 9:  Pray with a forgiving heart. 
 

  Sirach 28:1-3.  
 

  "He that takes vengeance will suffer vengeance from the Lord, and he  
  will firmly establish his sins.  Forgive your neighbor the wrong he has  
  done, and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray."  
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  your sins will be pardoned as well.  
 

PRINCIPLE 10:  Pray with a humble heart. 
 

  Luke 18:9-14.  
 

  He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
  and despised others:  "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
  the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I 
  thank thee that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like 
  this tax collector.  I fast  twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.'  But the tax collector, 
  standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
  'God, be merciful to me a sinner!'  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified 
  rather than the other; for every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who 
  humbles himself will be exalted." 
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  you will be justified; you will be exalted.  
 

PRINCIPLE 11:  Pray with perseverance. 
 

  Luke 11:9-10.  
 

  "And I tell you, Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock,  
  and it will be opened to you.  For every one who asks receives, and he  
  who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened." 
 

  If you do this, God's promise:  you will receive; you will find; and it will be  
  opened to you. 
 

Obstacles to Effective Prayer 
 

OBSTACLE 1:  Failure to ask; asking and not receiving because of asking  
        wrongly: for selfish gain. 
 

  James 4:2-3.  
 

  "You desire and do not have; so you kill.  And you covet and cannot ob- 
  tain; so you fight and wage war.  You do not have, because you do not  
  ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it  
  on your passions." 
 

OBSTACLE 2:  Praying with doubt. 
 

  James 1:6-8.  
 

  "But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave  
  of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.  For that person must  
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  not suppose that a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways, will re- 
  ceive anything from the Lord." 
 

OBSTACLE 3:  Attachment to sin. 
 

  Psalm 66:18. 
 

  "If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened." 
 

OBSTACLE 4:  Hiding one's sins from the Lord. 
 

  Proverbs 28:13.  
 

  "He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who con- 
  fesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy." 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 

  Growing in one's relationship with Jesus brings about power in prayer. 
 

  John 15:7.   
 

  "If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will,  
  and it shall be done for you." 
 

  Psalm 91:14-16. 
 

  "Because he cleaves to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him,  
  because he knows my name.  When he calls to me, I will answer him; I  
  will be with him in trouble, I will rescue him and honor him.  With long life I  
  will satisfy him, and show him my salvation." 

 
STUDY GUIDE 

 
PART 1 

 
1. Study the entire session and make it your own. 

 
2. Prayerfully reflect on each Scripture, listed under the KEY REFERENCES, in the light of 

the purpose and content given in the session. 

 
3.  Come prepared having reviewed all that we have covered in this session so that it is 

fresh in your mind next week when we continue with Session Seven, Part 2.  

 
4. What does it mean "to bring a person to Jesus"? 

 
5. How can a person be brought to the point of saying, "Yes", to the Lord's   invitation to 
accept Him as Savior and Lord and begin the serious effort to become like Him? 

 
6. Write or type out in sequence the various parts that take place once a person decides 
to pray the Prayer of Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ.  In other words, what happens 
next? 
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List each step up to and including the invitation to participate in the small group. 
 
7. MEMORIZE the KEY PASSAGE and KEY REFERENCES for Session Seven. 
 

   8. Write out all of the SCRIPTURES for Session Eight. 
 

PART 2 
 
1. Prayerfully reflect on each Scripture, listed under the KEY REFERENCES, in the light of 

what each Scripture is saying. 
 
2. Share the Fourth Gospel Truth and the Scriptures that substantiate this Truth with 

someone who is lonely and searching.  In doing this, you are to emphasize the 'life' that 

Jesus came to bring us.  Write or type this out and come prepared to share this. 
 

Use the Scriptures for this Truth given under Truth Four in Session Four and then use 
those Scriptures given in this session that best bring out for you the Fourth Gospel 
Truth.   

 
When you use a particular scripture passage or verse in your proclamation of the Fourth 
Gospel Truth, you are to write or type out that scripture passage or verse followed by 
what that scripture passage or verse is saying.   
 

3. Write or type out:  How to prepare a person to pray the Prayer of Commitment to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and be prayed with for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  Come 
prepared to share this.   
 
4. Write or type out your Prayer for a New Outpouring of the Holy Spirit following the six 

points given under "The prayer for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit."  
 Come prepared to share this. 
 

Following the prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, explain to the newly 
evangelized the effects that he or she can expect to experience.  Conclude by inviting 
the person to the small group and explain its purpose.  Write or type this out and come 
prepared to share this.   
 

5. MEMORIZE your Proclamation of the Fourth Gospel Truth. 
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SESSION EIGHT 
 

PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
 

PURPOSE: 1) To look at:  -what it means to witness. 
         -guidelines for effective personal testimony. 
         -some biblical examples of personal testimony. 
 

    2) To learn how to write:   
-one's own personal testimony in clear and concise  terms. 

 

 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
 
PURPOSE: 1) To look at: 
 
      -what it means to witness. 
      -guidelines for effective personal testimony. 
      -some biblical examples of personal testimony. 
 

2) To learn how to write: 
 
      -one's own personal testimony in clear and concise terms. 
 

What Does It Mean to Witness? 
 
 To witness can be understood in two ways as seen in the Apostolic Exhortation of Paul VI 
on Evangelization in the Modern World (Evangelii Nuntiandi):  witness of life and the 
spoken word. 
 
 Our main concern in this session is to understand what makes for effective witnessing 
through the spoken word. 
 
 The word "witness," in general, means to give a firsthand account of an event. It is to 
speak the truth about the reality of what one has seen or experienced. 
 
 Those who know a good person will render favorable witness to that person. In the New 
Testament, there are many examples of this.   
 
 1. The Jews spoke well of Jesus.   
 
   Luke 4:22 (write out) ___________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 2. The Jews spoke well of Cornelius. 
 
   Acts 10:22 (write out)  __________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
  

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
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 3. The Jews spoke well of Ananias. 
 
   Acts 22:12 (write out)  __________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 4. Favorable witness is given about the first deacons. 
 
   Acts 6:3 (write out)  ____________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 5. Favorable witness is given to Timothy. 
 
   Acts 16:2 (write out)  ___________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  There is the witness of Jesus Himself. 
 
 1. Jesus came to bear witness to the truth. 
 
   John 18:37 (write out) __________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 2. Jesus tells what He has seen and heard in the presence of the Father. 
 
   John 3:11 (write out) ___________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
   John 3:32 (write out) ___________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
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 3. Jesus bears witness against the evil world. 
 
   John 7:7 (write out) ____________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 4. Jesus bears witness of who He Himself is. 
 
   John 8:13-14 (write out)  ________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 What about those who witness to Jesus?   
 
 1. Mary magnifies the Lord in her testimony (Luke 1:46-55). 
 
 2. If believers are persecuted, it is because of their witness to Jesus. 
 
   Revelation 1:9 (write out)  _______________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 3. Stephen sealed his testimony by pouring out his blood. 
 
   Acts 22:20 (write out)  __________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
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   ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  All Christians are called to be witnesses. 
 
  KEY PASSAGE to memorize (write out): 
 
  Acts 1:8 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Challenge to Effective Witnessing 

  
By WORD:   

 
  1. Mark 5:19.  "Go home to your friends, and tell them how much the Lord has done for 
   you, and how he has had mercy on you." 
 
    Where did Jesus send the man who had been healed?   ___________________ 
 
    What was he to do?    ______________________________________________ 
 
    What is the challenge?   ____________________________________________ 
 
  2. 1 Peter 3:15.  ". . . Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who  calls you 
   to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence." 
 
    Be prepared to do what?  ___________________________________________ 
 

    How?    _________________________________________________________ 
 

    What is the challenge?   ____________________________________________ 
 
By LIFE:   

 
 1. Matthew 5:16.  "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your  
   good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven." 
 
    What are you to do?   _______________________________________________ 
 

    What are they to see?  +_____________________________________________ 
 

    Who are they to glorify?   ____________________________________________ 
 

    What is the challenge?   _____________________________________________ 
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 2. 2 Corinthians 3:2-3.  "You yourselves are our letter of recommendation . . .  
   to be known and read by all men; and you show that you are a letter from  
   Christ . . . ." 
 

    What is the letter of recommendation?  _________________________________ 
 

    Why?  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

    What is the challenge? ______________________________________________ 
 

Four Characteristics of a Witness 
 

1. A witness must have a good character.  
 

2. A witness must have seen or experienced something. 
 

3. A witness must tell of his or her experience.   
 

4. A witness must be "filled with the Holy Spirit."  
 

  In the New Testament, after the phrase, "filled with the Holy Spirit", what happens next? 
People begin to SPEAK. 
 

  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  Acts 2:4   _____________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Acts 4:8 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Acts 4:31 _____________________________________________________________ 
  

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Ephesians 5:18-19  _____________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
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  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Being "filled with the Holy Spirit" has to do with proclaiming. 
 
  When we talk about witnessing or giving a witness to the Lord, we are talking about 
sharing how the Lord has worked in our life today or this past week.  When we do that we 
are being a "seer," one who is able to see beneath what has happened the hand of the 
Lord.  And so one gives witness to that.  
 

Guidelines For Effective Personal Testimony 
 
  Personal testimony is sharing the story of God's action upon my life that changed me 
because of coming to know Jesus Christ in a more personal, experiential way. Whenever 
we share how Jesus has changed our lives, we are giving personal testimony.  
 
  People have been drawn to the Lord through personal testimony. Why? Because it 
touches the lives of individuals and shows how Jesus Christ can make a difference.   
 
  Your personal testimony is very important!  Because we are unique, our experience of 
God's action in our lives will be unique.   
 
Guideline #1:  Establishing Relationship and Identification. 
 
1. Be a good listener. 
 
2. Be discerning in your vocabulary.  
 
3. Speak the truth. 
 
4. Use concrete specific examples from your own life. 
 
5. Avoid  so  much detail that you bore the listener. You want to excite  them and keep 

their interest, not put them to sleep. 
 
  The first part of the personal testimony, establishing relationship and identifying with the 
person, will vary from person to person according to the situation of the person with whom 
the evangelizer is speaking. 
      
 Identification gets right at the area of the person's need. If a person is speaking to the 
evangelizer about the stress in his or her life, the evangelizer tries to identify with that 
person in some way and then leads into his or her personal testimony of how the Lord has 
made a difference in his or her life.  
 
Guideline #2:  Jesus Is the Answer. 
 
  Share the answer to change in your life:  Jesus. 
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Guideline #3: Relate How the Lord Brought About Change In You.  
 
  You are not trying to bring out what you have done, but what Jesus has done for you. 
 

Difficulties in Personal Testimony 
 
1. Not allowing the Spirit to empower you.  
 
  1 Corinthians 2:4-5 (write out)  ____________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Fear of what others might think.   
 
3. Giving a travelogue instead of a disciplined dialogue.  
 
  2 Timothy 2:15-16 (write out)  _____________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  

  John 9:25 (write out) ____________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Lack of preparation; or unclear.   
 
  Colossians 4:3-4 (write out)  ______________________________________________ 
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  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  1 Peter 3:15  __________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Forgetting to offer what we have been freely given.  

 
Biblical Examples of Personal Testimony 

 
Philippians 3:5-16 

 
Paul gives his personal testimony to the Philippians who were almost all Gentiles. 

 
1. Verses 5-6, I was "circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee, as to zeal a persecutor 
of the church, as to righteousness under the law blameless." 

 
2. Verse 7, "But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ." 

 
3. Verse 8, "Indeed I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count 
them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ." 

 
4. Verse 9, "and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but 

that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith;" 

 
5. Verse 12, "Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect; but I press on to 

make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own."  

 
6. Verse 15, "Let those of us who are mature be thus minded; and if in anything you are 

otherwise minded, God  will reveal that also to you." 

 
7. Verse 16, "Only let us hold true to what  we have attained." 
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1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 

Paul gives his personal testimony as sinner to Timothy, one of his earlier converts who was 
a faithful companion and fellow worker. 

 
1. Verse 12, "I thank him who has given me strength for this, Christ Jesus our Lord, 

because he judged me faithful by appointing me to his service," 
 

2. Verse 13, "though I formerly blasphemed  and persecuted and insulted him; but I 
received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief," 

 

3. Verse 14, "and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are 
in Christ Jesus." 

 

4. Verse 15, "The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus   came 
into the world to save sinners.  And I am the foremost of sinners;" 

 

5. Verse 16, "but I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display his perfect patience for an example to those who were to believe in him 
for eternal life." 

 

6. Verse 17, "To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever.  Amen." 

 

Acts 26:1-29 
 

Paul, a prisoner, gives his personal testimony to King Agrippa. 
 

1. How did Paul begin his testimony in verses 2-3? 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What does he say about his background in verse 4-5, 9-11? 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Who and what challenged Paul in verses 12-15? 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
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  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How did Paul explain the Good News in verse 23? 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What did Paul ask King Agrippa in verses 27ff?  Why? 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Writing Your Personal Testimony. 
 
  Keeping in mind the four characteristics of a witness, the guidelines for effective 
personal testimony, the difficulties in giving a personal testimony and the biblical examples 
of personal testimony, you are to write out your personal testimony in 100 words or less in 
the space provided below. 
 

My Personal Testimony 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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STUDY GUIDE 
 

 
1. Study the entire session and make it your own.  
 
2. What is the difference between "witnessing to Jesus" and "giving one's personal 

testimony"? 
 
3. There are two parts to a personal testimony.  Explain. 
 
4. Write your personal testimony in 100 words or less in the space provided in your 

handbook.  Come prepared to share this.  
 
5. Anticipate questions a person might ask after you have shared with him or her your 

personal testimony. Write or type out your response to each of these questions.  Come 
prepared to share these.  Memorize it all. 

 
6. MEMORIZE KEY PASSAGE for Session Eight. 
 
7. Write out KEY REFERENCES for Session Nine.  
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SESSION NINE 
 

PASTORAL FOLLOW-UP 
 
PURPOSE: To learn the essentials of effective pastoral follow-up and the importance of 

incorporation into the Church. 
 

 
 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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PASTORAL FOLLOW-UP 

 
PURPOSE: To learn the essentials of effective pastoral follow-up and the importance of 

incorporation into the Church. 
 

After Commitment, Then What? 
 
  What do you think should be shared with a person who has just committed him-self or 
herself to the Lord?  Write your response in the space below.   
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Normal Christian Life 
   
  The Christian life can be compared to a wheel. The tread of the wheel is the daily life of 
the Christian.  The center or hub  of the  wheel is  Jesus  Christ who gives the  

 
power, the Holy Spirit, to move and guide the life of the Christian. For this power to touch 
life where it is lived, spokes are needed through which this power can be transmitted.  The 
four main spokes of the Christian life are: prayer, study, community, and service. Such 
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spokes enable the whole life of the Christian to be touched by Christ with His power, 
resulting in a gradual transformation of the Christian into the image and likeness of Jesus 
(Galatians 2:20; John 3:30). 
 
  KEY REFERENCES to memorize (write out): 
 

  Galatians 2:20 __________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

  John 3:30  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  The Father and the Son, Jesus, give us their Spirit so that we might walk daily in the 
way of the Lord, becoming always more like Jesus, growing in the life of the Spirit. 
Scripture describes this as building one's house on rock. 
 
  KEY REFERENCE to memorize (write out): 
 

  Matthew 7:24-27 ________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  The four essential means to building one's life on rock, on Jesus Christ, the Lord, are 
prayer, study, community, and service.  
 

  KEY REFERENCE to memorize (write out): 
 

  Philippians 4:4-7 ________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Prayer 
 

  The first essential means to help the newly committed person grow in the life of the 
Spirit is:  prayer. 
 

  KEY REFERENCE to memorize (write out): 
 

  John 15:5  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Just as a person's friendship with another cannot grow and deepen unless time is spent 
together on a regular basis, the same is true of your relationship with the Lord. Time must 
be spent with the Lord in prayer to grow in your relationship with Him.  
 

  One of the greatest sources for help in prayer are the Scriptures. One way to pray the 
Scriptures is in this manner: 
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1. Prepare yourself for prayer.  Stand before the Father, realizing that He sees you and 
loves you for who you are.  Pray the Our Father. 

 
2. Pray:  "Most loving Father, in the name of Jesus our Lord, I pray you to fill  me  with 

your Holy Spirit that my imagination, my memory, my thoughts, the intentions of my 
heart, my whole person be for your praise and glory." 

 
3. Ask:  "Father, pour forth your grace upon me that I might come to know Jesus 
  more intimately, love Him more  deeply, and  follow  Him more closely. Thank you, 

Father."  
 
4. Take your bible in hand. Prayerfully read the passage you have been led to read.   
 
5. In reading the Gospels, identify yourself with the scene that is being described.  See 

your Savior standing before you and put yourself in the person of one of the characters. 
Or, put yourself in the shoes of Jesus as He interacts with others, and learn from Him 
how to interact with people.   

 
6. Praise and thank God for what He shows you. 
 

2. Study 
 

  The second essential means to growing in the life of the Spirit is:  study.  Study of the 
Scriptures and spiritual reading on a regular basis are a must. The newly committed person 
should begin by reading the bible itself, the story of God's love for His People.   Many find 
the Gospel of John the place to start. 
 
  Encourage the newly committed person to set aside ten or fifteen minutes each day for 
a prayerful reading of the Gospel of John.  Encouragement should be given   to the person 
to make the Gospels and, later on, the entire Bible his or her own, by highlighting those 
verses that speak to him or her for later reference to it.  
 

  KEY REFERENCE to memorize (write out): 
 

  2 Timothy 3:16-17 _______________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Evangelizers should also encourage the newly committed to engage in spiritual reading 
on a regular basis.  The reading of Christian literature gives insight  into the  person of 
Jesus Christ and practical helps for growing and living out the life of the Spirit. 



90 

3. Community 
 

  The third essential means to building one's life on rock, on Jesus Christ, the Lord, is:  
community. 
 
  The role of the Holy Spirit is to bring each person into the Community of the Church, to 
unite all into the one Body with Jesus Christ as Head, as Lord (John 17).  We know this 
from the effect of Pentecost. 
 
  KEY REFERENCES to memorize (write out): 
 
  Acts 2:41-47  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Acts 4:32-35  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  1 Peter 2:4-5 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  1 Peter 2:9-10 __________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  __________________________________________________________ 
 

 The eighth moment of evangelization is incorporation into the Church.  The newly 

committed person is to be encouraged to become incorporated into the community of the 
Church and become an active member of the parish, where he or she can partake of the 
sacraments, especially the Eucharist. 
 

 Incorporation into the Church is very important because members of the Church 
participate in the celebration of all the sacraments, especially the Eucharist in which they 
receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ, the Real Presence of Jesus Christ, under the 
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appearance of bread and wine. If the newly evangelized is not a Catholic, the person is 
encouraged to enter the R.C.I.A. (the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) to be prepared to 
become a full member of the Catholic Church.  
 

  Extend an invitation to the newly committed to accompany you to your parish or meet 
you there for the Eucharistic celebration.  After the Eucharistic celebration, you want to 
make sure this person experiences some sense of welcome and well-being in going to 
church.   
 

  KEY REFERENCE to memorize (write out): 
 

  Hebrews 10:23-25  ______________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  The Holy Spirit works through each person so that all can be built up in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
  KEY REFERENCE to memorize (write out): 
 

  Ephesians 4:15-16  ______________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  It is for this purpose that the spiritual gifts are given to the Church. 
 
  Gathering together on a regular basis with other Christians with whom we can grow is 
not an optional extra but essential to the life of the Spirit. 
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  Encourage the newly committed person to come to the small group so that the helps 
needed for ongoing growth in the life of the Spirit can be provided. 
 

4. Service 
 

  The fourth essential means to building one's life on rock, on Jesus Christ, the Lord is:  
service. 

 
  The Lord's call to us is to serve one another and to reach out to those who do not 
believe, to evangelize them into the Community of the Church. 
 
  KEY REFERENCES to memorize (write out): 
 

  John 13:12-17 __________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Mark 10:42-45 __________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  We serve the community by first of all exercising the gifts the Holy Spirit gives us.  The 
gifts, the talents, the abilities the Lord has given us are not for ourselves but for others, that 
the Body of Christ might be built up.  Service of one another is a must if we are to grow in 
faith.   
 
  One main form of service is that of witnessing to others what we ourselves have found:  
the Lord Jesus Christ.  Sharing our new found faith and not hiding it under a bushel basket 
is of utmost importance.  Witnessing magnifies our gift of faith and brings us to a more 
authentic response to the Word of God in our daily lives. 
 
  The newly evangelized person should be encouraged to: 
 
1. tell others about Jesus Christ and about the new life he or she now knows. 
 
2. not come on too strong or pushy. 
 
3. proceed carefully and prudently with those closest to him or her; friends and family are 

to be reached primarily through the witness of a changed  life. 
 
4. share with others about Jesus only when there is indication that they want to hear. 
 
5. witness to others about Jesus and not avoid it. 
 
  St. Peter tells us in 1 Peter 3:15, ". . . Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who calls you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and 
reverence."  

 
Trials and Difficulties 

 
  The newly evangelized person needs to realize that he or she can expect trials and 
difficulties as efforts are made to grow in the life of the Spirit.   
 
  KEY REFERENCE to memorize (write out): 
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  Ephesians 6:10-17  ______________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  With every increase of the life of God within us, we are brought into greater spiritual 
combat.   
 
  KEY REFERENCE to memorize (write out): 
 

  1 Peter 5:8-9 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  The Lord will teach us in the midst of overcoming difficulties.  Paul tells us in Romans 
8:28, "We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him . . . ."  And 
again in 1 Thessalonians 5:15-18, "See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always 
seek to do good to one another and to all.  Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in 
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." 
 

CBS Follow-Up 
 
  Each person who professes to be a follower of Jesus Christ must work at becoming a 
CARING, BEARING, SHARING person (Galatians 6:1-2). As evangelizers, we are to 
continue to model this with the newly evangelized person by showing interest in his or her 
welfare through a phone call or a dinner invitation, etc.   
 
 
 

STUDY GUIDE  
 

1. Study the entire session and make it your own. 
 
2. Prayerfully reflect on each of the scripture passages as it relates to the content given.  

Write or type out your reflections in your journal.  
 
3. Pastoral follow-up is concerned with four essential means of growing in one's 

relationship with the Lord Jesus: prayer, study, community, and service. Write or type 
out how you would explain to the newly evangelized the four essential means of 
growing in one's relationship with the Lord.  Come prepared to share this with the large 
group.   

 
 Memorize it all. 
 

4. Why is CBS follow-up so important?  Write or type out your response in your own words 
and come prepared to share this. 

 
5. MEMORIZE the KEY REFERENCES in Session Nine. 
 

6. Write out all the SCRIPTURES for Session Ten.  
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SESSION TEN 
 

ESTABLISHING RELATIONSHIP 
 

PURPOSE: 1) To learn how to establish relationship. 
 

    2) To develop a growing realization that to relate lovingly with others  
     is a vital moment in evangelization. 
 

    3) To develop the ability to identify with the person with whom one  
     is relating. 

 
 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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ESTABLISHING RELATIONSHIP 
 
PURPOSE: 1) To learn how to establish relationship. 

 
     2) To develop a growing realization that to relate lovingly with others  
      is a vital moment in evangelization. 

 
     3) To develop the ability to identify with the person with whom one  
      is relating. 
 
  In looking at how one establishes relationship with another and how to identify with that 
person, Jesus is our Teacher.  From Jesus, we learn to empty ourselves of any self-
importance.  

 
  St. Paul, in Philippians 2, exhorts Christians to relate to one another and to others from 
the posture of humility, putting on the mind of Christ toward one another.  He says --  
 

  "Have this mind among yourselves, which was in Christ Jesus,  
  who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality  
  with God a  thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the  
  form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And being 
  found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient  
  unto death, even death on a cross" (Philippians 2:5-8). 

 
  The mind of Jesus was that of servant.  He fulfilled the role of Servant as por-trayed in 
the Suffering Servant Songs of Isaiah (Isaiah 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12 and as 
reflected upon by St. Peter in 1 Peter 2:19-24). 

 
  KEY REFERENCES to memorize (write out): 
 

  Isaiah 42:1-4 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Isaiah 49:1-6 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Isaiah 50:4-9 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  Isaiah 52:13-53:12  ______________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  1 Peter 2:19-24 _________________________________________________________ 
  

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  These scripture passages give the picture of the perfect Servant of God whose 
commitment to carrying out the will of God, even in the midst of overwhelming suffer-ing, 
"shall take away the sins of many, and win pardon for their offenses" (NAB: Isaiah 53:12).  
 

  This role of servant is further described by St. Paul in Philippians 2:5-11. This was a 
liturgical hymn used by the early Church.  What does this hymn mean? 
 

The first half of the passage (Philippians 2:5-8) begins by asserting Jesus Christ's "equality 
with God."  And it goes on to say that Christ did not consider it something to be clung to.  
 

    "Have this mind among yourselves, which was in Christ Jesus, who, 
    though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
    thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
     being born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human form he  
    humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a  
    cross"  
 

  Rather, Christ humbled Himself by renouncing His divine equality with God.  He did this 
in obedience to His Father.  He did not try to cling to life on a divine level, which was 
rightfully His while on earth, but emptied Himself.  This He did by taking the form of a 
servant.  He became equal to man and refused to put Himself above man.   
 

After fulfilling His role as Servant, the Father glorified Him by exalting Him, which St. Paul 
goes on to describe in the second part of this hymn in verses 9-11: 
 

"Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name   
   which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee  
   should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every   
   tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 
 

  Between two ways presented to Him, Jesus rejects the way of power, money, and 
pleasure that was suggested to Him by Satan, when He was led by the Spirit into the desert 
to be tempted by the devil (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13).  He defends His acceptance of 
suffering against Peter (Matthew 16:21-23). He has come to serve, not to be served (Mark 
10:42-45; Luke 22:25-27).  He chooses the existence of a servant and accepts the chalice 
given by the Father (Matthew 26:39-42; Mark 14:36-39; Luke 22:42-44).   
 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  Matthew 16:21-23 _______________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Mark 10:42-45 __________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Luke 22:42-44 __________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  What was it that Christ chose here on earth in His emptying of self?  He was a man and 
all the conditions of man, of labor and the pain of the human condition, were His.   
 
 What Jesus rejected was seeking any glory for Himself. In the Gospels, this is brought out 
in His refusing to seek the publicity that His relatives wanted Him to seek (John 7:2-9). 
 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  John 7:2-9 _____________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  He also refused the function of a political Messiah, because He felt Himself called by 
the Father to be a prophet.   
 
  What Jesus did choose was to be a preacher rather than a carpenter.  Instead of 
political leadership, He accepted the function of a defenseless prophet which He believed 
He was called to be by the Father.  These choices became clear only as circumstances 
pointed this out to Him.   



107 

  While He fulfills the mission to bring the Father's love to all men and women in the 
obedience of a servant, He does it above all in the complete faith and total trust of a Son, 
so much so that for St. John, Christ is exalted on the cross (John 3:14; 8:22-28; 12:32). 
 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  John 3:14  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  John 8:22-28 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  John 12:32  ____________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Putting on the mind of Jesus means the evangelizer strives to put others first and is 
learning to love people as Jesus loves them:  unconditionally.  St. Paul exhorts us in 
Philippians 2:3-4,  
  
    "Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others 
    better than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own 
    interests, but also to the interests of others." 
 
  Establishing relationship involves identifying with another and is one of the primary 
concerns of the evangelizer.  To identify with another means showing that you are one with 
that person in his or her experience. Identifying with another demonstrates that you are 
united in an experience -- having lived through something similar -- the emotional level 
within both of you is very much alike. 
 
  In establishing relationship with others, the word runner is a good KEY word in helping 
the evangelizer recall the major points in establishing relationship and identi-fying with 
another as he or she reaches out to others in love. 
 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  1 Corinthians 9:24-27 ____________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Runner 
 
1. Reach Out: 'R,' the first letter in the word 'Runner'.  
 
  Every situation where people are, can become a moment of evangelization. 
 
  Colossians 4:5-6 tells us -- 
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   "Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time.  
   Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may  
   know how you ought to answer every one."  
 
Avoid judging others -- judging others creates distance between oneself and the other 
person. 
 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  Romans 14:4  __________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Beware of prejudice -- instead, be a neighbor to all as the situation arises. 
 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  Luke 10:29-37 __________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Unassuming Manner:  'U,' the second letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 
Without any arrogance or presumption, but in a spirit of humility, of self empty- ing, put 
others first and strive to love unconditionally. 

 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  Philippians 2:3-4 ________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Galatians 6:3 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Most people have difficulty in reaching out and identifying with others because they find it 
hard to carry on a conversation in any depth.   
 
3. Natural Talents: 'N,' the third letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 
  What is it about this person that I can genuinely appreciate?   
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Look for the positive things in others and learn to appreciate them as gifts given for the 
benefit of others.  Accentuate the positive. 
  In Colossians 3:15, we read --   
 

   "And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
   the one body.  And be thankful." 
 

  And in Ephesians 4:29, it says --   
 

   "Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for edify- 
   ing, as fits the occasion, that it may impart grace to those who hear."  
 

4. Need:  'N', the fourth letter in the word 'Runner'. 
 

  Does this person have any need that I can help with? Consider their needs over 
  your own.  
 

  In James 2:14-17, we read --   
 

   "What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has not  
   works?  Can his faith save him?  If a brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack of  
   daily food, and one of you says to them, 'Go in peace, be warmed and filled,'  
   without giving them the things needed for the body, what does it profit?  So  
   faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead."  
 

5. Evidence:  'E,' the fifth letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 

 Practical wisdom and discernment are needed in order to know when to share 
 about the Lord.  The important question to keep in the back of one's mind is the 
 question of Jesus:  "What do you seek" (John 1:38)?  

 

  Be attuned to non-verbal communication:  body language.  
 

6. Reaction:  'R,' the sixth letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 

  What is the person's reaction?  Is it one of peace and desire? 
 

  In Luke 10:6, we are told --   
 

   "And if a son of peace is there, your peace shall rest upon him; but if not, it 
   shall return to you." 
 

  And in Matthew 10:14, it says -- 
 

   "And if any one will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust  
   dust from your feet as you leave that house or town."  

 
Jesus, the Evangelizer 

 
1. The Woman at the Well (John 4:1-42). 
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  Reach Out.  'R,' the first letter of the word 'Runner.' 
 
   Verse 6:   The place, the hour and the situation of Jesus.   
 

   Verse 7:  A woman of Samaria comes to draw water from the well. 
 

       Jesus, a Jew, runs the risk of reaching out to this Samaritan woman  
       by asking her for a drink.  In so doing, He breaks through the social   
       prejudices and religious barriers of His  day. 
 

  Unassuming Manner.  'U,' the second letter of the word 'Runner.' 
 

       Without any arrogance or presumption on His part, Jesus simply  
       makes this woman's concerns His, and uses her coming for water 
       as the point of departure for Him to move into the spiritual realm.   
 

       "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you,   
       'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him and he would have  
       given you living water" (vs. 10). 
 

  Natural Talents:  'N,' the third letter of the word 'Runner.'  
 

       She has the bucket to draw water with. 
 

          "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. . . ." (vs.  
       11). 
 

  Need:  'N,' the fourth letter of the word 'Runner.' 
 

       The need:  to set her life in right order with God and others. 
 

       "I have no husband" (vs. 17).  
 

       Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for  
       you have had five husbands, and he whom you now have is not  
       your husband; this you said truly" (vss. 17 and 18).  
 

  Evidence:  'E," the fifth letter of the word 'Runner.' 
 

              What is the Samaritan woman seeking?  The truth!   
 

       "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?"  
       (vs. 9). 
 

       "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give 
       me a drink,' you would have asked him and he would have given   
       you living water'" (vs. 10). 
 

              " . . . where do you get that living water?  Are you greater than our 
       father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his  
       sons, and his cattle?" (vss. 11 and 12). 
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       "Our fathers worshipped on this mountain; and you say that in Jeru- 
 
 
       salem is the place where men ought to worship" (vs. 20). 
 

       ". . . I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when he  
       comes, he will show us all things" (vs. 25). 
 

       Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he" (vs. 26). 
 

  Reaction:  'R,' the sixth letter in the word 'Runner.'  
 

       The Samaritan woman goes and gives her testimony to the whole  
       city.  Her reaction to Jesus was one of acceptance and she in turn  
       becomes an evangelizer. 
 

       Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 
       woman's testimony, "He told me all that I ever did" (vs. 39). 
 

       What brought her to the Lord was the truth and not condemnation. 
       The result is that she evangelizes the whole city for Jesus.  They 
       elieve now not only because of her but because of the words  
       Jesus speaks to them.   
 

      ". . . It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we  
       have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the   
       Savior of the world."  
 

2. Nicodemus (John 3:1-15). 
 

  Reach Out:  'R', the first letter in the word 'Runner.'  
 

   Verse  2:  The hour: Nicodemus came to Jesus by night.  Jesus receives him  

       warmly and reaches out to him.  
 

  Unassuming manner:  'U,' the second letter of the word 'Runner.' 
 

       Without any arrogance or presumption, Jesus warmly receives   
       Nicodemus and uses the topic of physical birth as the point of de-  
       parture for Him to move into the spiritual realm. 
 

       " . . . unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God"  
       (v. 3). 
 

  Natural Talents:  'N,' the third letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 

       Jesus appreciates the wonderment of Nicodemus at His signs and 
       builds on this (vs. 2).  
 

  Need:  'N,' the fourth letter in the word 'Runner,' 
 

       His need:  to be born of water and the Spirit.   
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           "Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born anew.'  The 
 
       wind blows where it wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do  
       not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with every one  
       who is born of the Spirit " (vss. 7 and 8). 
 

  Evidence:  'E', the fifth letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 

       What is Nicodemus seeking?  The truth!   
 

       "How can a man be born when he is old?  Can he enter a second   
        time into his mother's womb and be born" (vs. 4)? 
 

       "How can this be" (vs. 9)? 
 

           Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do  
       not understand this" (vs. 10)? 
 

  Reaction:  'R,' the sixth letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 

       Nicodemus cannot accept what Jesus is telling him. 
 

           Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear wit-   
       ness to what we have seen; but you do not receive our testimony"  
       (vs. 11). 
 

           Nicodemus leaves in confusion but pondering over what Jesus has  
       told him.  
 

       We learn more about Nicodemus and his view of Jesus in the fol-  
       lowing two passages: 
 

       In John 7:50-53, we read -- 
 

        Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of   
        them, said to them, "Does our law judge a man without first giving  
        him a hearing and learning what he does?"  They replied, "Are    
        you from Galilee too?  Search and you will see that no prophet is  
        to rise from Galilee."  
 

       And in John 19:39, we read -- 
 

        "Nicodemus also, who had at first come to him by night, came  
         bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds' 
        weight." 
 

       These two passages lead a person to question whether or not  
       Nicodemus ended up believing in Jesus and becoming one of His  
       followers. 
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3. Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10). 
 
  Reach Out:  'R,' the first letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 
  Verses 1-3:  Place and circumstances.    
 

       Jesus sees Zacchaeus up in the sycamore tree and calls out to him.  
 

       "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your  
       house today" (vs. 5).  
 

       Jesus responded with great sensitivity to Zacchaeus' desire to see  
       him.  He stays at his house.  What a privilege for Zacchaeus! 
 

       Jesus, in reaching out to Zacchaeus, risks the rejection of the towns-  
       people because Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector, despised by  
       the people.  
 

       And when they saw it they all murmured, 'He has gone in to be the   
       guest of a man who is a sinner' " (vs. 7). 
 

  Unassuming Manner:  'U,' the second letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 

       Without any arrogance or presumption, Jesus responds warmly   
       and joyfully at the sight of Zacchaeus in the tree. 
 

       Jesus uses this very natural desire of Zacchaeus to see Him as His  
       point of departure to lead Zacchaeus into the spiritual realm. 
 

  Natural Talents:  'N,' the third letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 

       Zacchaeus has a house that Jesus wants to use. 
 

       " . . . I must stay at your house today" (vs. 5).  
 

  Need:  'N,' the fourth letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 

       The need:  to be forgiven and restored to a right relationship with  
       God and others. 
 

       And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half 
       of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of  
       anything, I restore it fourfold" (vs. 8). 
 

  Evidence:   'E,' the fifth letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 

       What is Zacchaeus seeking?  He is very desirous to see Jesus.   
       Because he was small of stature, he climbed up a tree to make sure  
       he would see Jesus.   
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       "And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of    
       the crowd, because he was small of stature.  So he ran on ahead   
       and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass 
       that way" (vss. 3 and 4). 
  Reaction:  'R,' the sixth letter in the word 'Runner.' 
 
           Jesus' love for Zacchaeus, in this first encounter, brought about  
       genuine repentance in Zacchaeus.  
 
           ". . . Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son  
       of Abraham.  For the Son of man came to seek and to save the  
       lost" (vss. 9 and 10). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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SELF-EVALUATION 
 (Do at home in the light of this session.) 

 
Ability to 
reach out  ___________/___________/___________/___________/__________ 

 
Ability to 
feel with  ___________/___________/___________/___________/__________ 

 
Ability to 
Listen   ___________/___________/___________/___________/__________ 

 
Ability 
to see 
needs   ___________/___________/___________/___________/__________ 
     Very Poor              Poor           Adequate          Good           Excellent 

 
In what area do I need to improve? 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What measures am I going to take to improve? 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

STUDY GUIDE 
 
1. Put your  entire Good News Proclamation together: the Four Gospel Truths and the 
Scriptures that substantiate these Truths, and insert your personal testimony in the most 
appropriate place in the midst of the Four Gospel Truths. 
 
Have this Proclamation include:  
 
Preparing a person to pray the Prayer of Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ and be 
prayed with for a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit with the laying on of hands. 
 
 Your prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Following the prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, explain to the newly evangelized 
the effects that he or she can expect to experience.   
  
Continue by explaining to the person you are evangelizing the four essential means of 
growing in one's relationship with the Lord Jesus.  
 
 End by inviting the person to the small group and explain its purpose.  
 
 Write or type out all of this and come prepared to share it.   
 
MEMORIZE it all. 
 
2. Study the entire session and make it your own.  
 
3. What does establishing relationship with another involve? 
 
4. Prayerfully reflect on each scripture passage given in this session in the light of the 
content given.  Write or type out your reflections in your journal. 
 
5.  Using the Self-Evaluation, honestly see where you are in having the basic qualities of 
listening, etc. that are necessary for establishing relationship with others.  Come prepared 
to share this. 
 
6. Write or type out in sequence the various parts that take place when evan-gelizing 
someone.  In doing this, refer back to Sessions Two and Seven as a help. 
 
7. MEMORIZE the KEY REFERENCES for Session Ten. 
 
8. Write out all the SCRIPTURES for Session Eleven. 
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SESSION ELEVEN 
 

REAPING THE HARVEST 
 

PURPOSE: 1) To come to a deeper understanding of the role of the evangelizer as one 
who is to reap the harvest. 

 

     2) To realize that the season for reaping is always NOW! 
 

    3) To learn how to overcome the various challenges that confront the 
evangelizer. 

 
 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 



120 

REAPING THE HARVEST  
 
PURPOSE: 1) To come to a deeper understanding of the role of the evangelizer as one 
      who is to reap the harvest. 
 

     2) To realize that the season for reaping is always NOW! 
 

     3) To learn how to overcome the various challenges that confront the  
      evangelizer. 
 

Gathering in the Harvest 
 

  Gathering in the harvest is the work and responsibility that Jesus left to His Church, His 
disciples.  To reap the harvest is to bring people into a personal relationship with Jesus and 
into the community of the Church.   
 

  Jesus said to His disciples -- 
 

    ". . . The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the 
    Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest" (Matthew 9: 
    37-38). 
 

  And again,  
 

    ". . . I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already white  
    for harvest" (John 4:35). 
 

  From Webster's Dictionary, we learn: 
 

    Harvest =  the season for gathering in crops. 
    Reap  =  a) to cut with a sickle, scythe or reaping machine. 
         b)  obtain, win.   
    Salt   = to enrich, to supply, to preserve. 
    Sow   = to plant seed for growth. 
 

Salting or Seasoning 
 

  In Matthew 5:13, Jesus says --  
 

    "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall  
    its saltness be restored?  It is no longer good for anything except  
    to be thrown out and trodden under foot by men." 
 
  The disciple is the salt of the earth.  And he or she is this by lifestyle and by the word of 
life.  Do not give this salt unless the need is there.  A good principle to follow: never put 
forth before another what that person is not ready to hear. It will only result in an emotional 
reaction that no amount of logic can overcome.   
 
  To bring a person to the Lord Jesus Christ requires that the evangelizer, the disciple, 
internalize the "salting principle."  The salting principle is concerned with arousing in a 
person a curiosity about the Gospel. 
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  The way an evangelizer shares is as important as what is shared.  Attitudes are 
conveyed, received, and reciprocated. 
 

Five Guidelines to Better Communication 
 
1. Share But Leave Free. 
 

Force will never lead another person to become a Christian.  As evangelizers, we are to 
let our faith be known but not in a way that forces it down people's throats.   

 

2. Relax. 
 
  Being well prepared is a must for effective evangelization.  Part of being well pre-

pared is to be casual and confident in the Lord.  Be yourself and trust in the power of 
the Holy Spirit to work in and through you. 

 

3. Get Rid Of Clichés. 
 

Oftentimes, without realizing it, a person uses words that carry certain overtones and 
those who understand "the lingo" are in.  Evangelical clichés are considered red flags 
and carry no real meaning or understanding for the listener. 

 

4. Ask Good Lead Questions. 
 

The evangelizer must become a good listener and be able to ask good lead questions 
that are related to what the person has just shared.  Lead questions that are open-
ended can help the evangelizer come to know a person in a deeper and more 
meaningful way. 

 

5. Help People See The Loopholes In Their Thinking. 
 
      Asking people why they believe as they do frequently results in answers that have no 

support or authority.  Ask questions about why they think as they do and help them to 
see the weaknesses in their belief-system. 

 
The task of the evangelizer is to enable persons to recognize what they believe, help 
them state those beliefs with clarity and move them to conviction.  

 
The next thing is to help people push their views to their logical conclusion so that they 
might see for themselves how such positions fall short.  

 

Two Models of Communication 
 
  There are two models of communication that can help the evangelizer get started.  
These two models are by no means the answer to bringing people to the Lord but they can 
help in keeping the conversation flowing.   
 

1. Model One:  Search, Arouse, Relate. 
 
  Search:   Be a good listener first, then a proclaimer. 
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  Arouse:  One of the most neglected aspects of evangelization is arousing curiosity 
about the Gospel.   

 
  Relate:  Searching and arousing will bring about a more effective communication 

of Christ. It is not enough to search and arouse a person's desire to hear more without 
relating to that person the content of the Good News, the message of salvation.   

 
 Content needs to be given to one's experience when sharing the faith. The 
evangelizer's conversion experience can and should express his or her own experience 
of the power of the Good News, but too often, it does not explain it.  

 
2. Model Two:  The Onion. 
 

Conversations can be likened to the onion that has several layers.  A conversation 
starts on the surface and eventually moves to the inner core. As one enters more 
deeply into discussion, one moves from the general to the more specific interest to the 
abstract or philosophical and finally to the theological layer. 

 
Sowing the Word of God 

 
  Scripture compares the Word of God to a seed (Matthew 13:3; Mark 4:14) which God 
provides (2 Corinthians 9:10) and causes to grow (Mark 4:26-29; 1 Corinthians 3:5-7).  It is 
the role of the evangelizer to sow many seeds in the fertile ground of people's hearts with 
the expectant faith that a bountiful harvest will result (Isaiah 61:11). 
 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  Matthew 13:3  __________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Mark 4:14  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

  2 Corinthians 9:10 _______________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Isaiah 61:11  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Mark 4:26-29 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  1 Corinthians 3:5-7 ______________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  The way in which the Word is received is not the responsibility of the evangelizer. 
Jesus connects the responsibility of bearing fruit not only with the seed sown, but with the 
kind of ground it is sown on and its cultivation (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23; Mark 4:2-9, 14-20). 
 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  Matthew 13:1-9 _________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Matthew 13:18-23 _______________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Why of "Failure." 
 
1. The evangelizer who sows the seed poorly. 
 
2. The ground is not fertile. 
 
The Seed of "Success." 
 
1. The evangelizer sows the seed prudently and with humility.  
 
2. The ground is fertile and the seed reaches maturity in the listener.  
 

Challenges That Confront the Evangelizer 
 

  To evangelize is not easy. The task facing the evangelizer is enormous.  People are 
weighed down with many concerns: family, work, housing, education of their children, etc. 
all of which can give rise to many problems, challenges. How the evangelizer responds in 
such situations is of utmost importance. 
 

  The list of challenges given here is certainly not all-inclusive but gives the evangelizer 
the opportunity to consider what he or she would do to evangelize in such situations. 
 

 1. "So many of my family members have left the Church." 
 

 2. "I can't relate to my children . . . ." 
 

 3. "My husband and I cannot communicate.  Our marriage is on the rocks." 
 

 4. "My prayers are never heard.  God doesn't care about me." 
 

 5. "I'm divorced.  God can't love me." 
 

 6. "I find I'm always afraid . . . fear is always there . . . seems to keep me from  
   acting." 
 

 7. "People give me such a hard time.  I've lost faith in people.  You can't count  
   on anyone these days." 
 

 8. "I've lost my job.  I don't know where to turn." 
 

 9. "I've got this habitual sin.  Nothing helps." 
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 10. "Why do I have to suffer like this?" 
 
 11. "Nothing ever goes right.  I've lost all hope." 
 
 12. "I'm not happy with my job.  People there are so hard to work with.  They are  
   ready to step all over you to get ahead."  
 
 13. "I'm always worrying about something and feel so anxious." 
 
 14.  "My husband/wife is an alcoholic." 
 
 15.  "My children are on drugs.  Who cares?" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

 
1. Study the entire session and make it your own.  
 
2. Prayerfully reflect on each of the scripture passages as it relates to the content given.  

Write or type out your reflections in your journal. 
 
3. In reaping the harvest, what basic principle is the evangelizer to follow? Give      some 

examples of how you can put this principle into practice. 
 
4. Write or type out your response to each of the "Challenges for Evangelizers". You are to 

identify with the person having that specific challenge and then make the transition into 
the Good News Proclamation.   

 
5. Write out all the SCRIPTURES for Session Twelve.  
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SESSION TWELVE 
 

JESUS CHRIST, THE EVANGELIZER 
 
PURPOSE: 1) To learn how to evangelize by looking at Jesus, the Evangelizer. 
 
    2) To come to a knowledge and understanding of His strategy for 

evangelization. 

 
 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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JESUS CHRIST, THE EVANGELIZER 
 
PURPOSE: 1) To learn how to evangelize by looking at Jesus, the Evangelizer. 
 
    2) To come to a knowledge and understanding of His strategy for 

evangelization. 
 

As Jesus Was Sent, So He Sends Us 
 
  "As thou didst send me into the world, so I have sent them into the world" (John 17:18).
 And how was Jesus Christ, the Son of God, sent? The Father sent His Son, Jesus, to 
become one of us (John 1:14). The Father sent a man to bring the message of His love for 
all men and women.  The strategy used by the Father is used by the Son, Jesus Christ.  
Jesus sends His followers into the world to change it through love.   
 
  WRITE OUT the following: 
 

  1 John 3:16 ____________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  1 John 4:7-12  __________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. In Jesus, we learn how to relate to the world.   Jesus was very open with others. He 

shared His needs with people. 
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    WRITE OUT the following: 
 
    John 4:7  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

  He shared with them His stresses.  He let the disciples see how deep His emotional 
anguish was when they went to the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46).   

 
  The Good News cannot be shared in a detached and distant manner.  Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, emptied Himself of His glory (Philippians 2:5-11) to become one of us 
that all men and women might come to know the Father's love.  Evangelizers must be 
willing to leave the comfort of their home to reach out to others and bring them to the 
Lord Jesus. 

 
  What does it mean to be spiritual?  Many limit the spiritual to going to Church, bible 
studies, prayer meetings, religion classes, and the like.  They fail to see that, because 
we are human, there are natural points of contact with God, such as a dinner out or 
going to a play or a symphony.   

 
    WRITE OUT the following: 
 

    1 Corinthians 10:31 ___________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Colossians 3:17  _____________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    1 Corinthians 3:1-3  ___________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Jesus was a man enjoyed by others.  He appreciated life in all of its aspects, 
accepting invitations to dinner, to parties, and to weddings.  
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    WRITE OUT the following: 
 

    Matthew 9:10-11 _____________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Luke 5:29  __________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Luke 7:36  __________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    John 2:1-2 __________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

  How is the evangelizer to relate to others in a way that will cause the world to 
change?  Jesus basically related to people using the principle of identification and the 
principle of distinction or difference.  

 
    WRITE OUT the following: 
 

    John 4:10  __________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
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  The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) clearly spells out how the followers of 
Jesus are to be different from the world.   

 
2. Jesus was so profoundly human. He was approachable. He appreciated people (Mark 

10:17-22); children loved Him (Mark 10:13-16); He was compassionate (Matthew 9:36; 
15:32; Luke 7:13); touching (Matthew 8:14-15; Mark 1:40-42).  Human respect was of 
no concern to Him; He showed emotion and wept (John 11:33-35, 38; Luke 19:41).   

 
    WRITE OUT the following: 
 

    Mark 10:21  _________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Mark 10:13-16 _______________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Matthew 9:36  _______________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Matthew 15:32  ______________________________________________________ 
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    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Luke 7:13  __________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Matthew 8:14-15  _____________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Mark 1:40-42 ________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    John 11:33-35 _______________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
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    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    John 11:38  _________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Luke 19:41  _________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Being perceptive, Jesus was able to read beneath the surface of things. 
 
    WRITE OUT the following: 
 

    Mark 12:13-15 _______________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    John 2:23-25 ________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Jesus caused a crisis to occur in the lives of those with whom He spoke. 
 
    WRITE OUT the following: 
 

    Matthew 6:24  _______________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Jesus called people to obedience. 
 
    WRITE OUT the following: 
 

    Matthew 7:21-27 _____________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
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    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Luke 6:46  __________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    James 1:22-25  ______________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

  The "why" of one's obedience is as important as the act in which one obeys. God 
desires an obedient heart, motivated by love and reverence for Him and not fear.  

 
    It is practical obedience that is demanded by the Lord, an obedience that puts  
  into practice the knowledge one already has of the Lord. 
 
    WRITE OUT the following: 
 

    Matthew 15:8  _______________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
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    The evangelizer's obedience to the Father must be that of Jesus' obedience. 
 
    WRITE OUT the following: 
 

    Hebrews 10:5-7  _____________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    Psalm 40:8  _________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Jesus is the example of One who is totally obedient to the Father.  
 
    WRITE OUT the following: 
 

    John 4:34  __________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    John 5:30  __________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

  To accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of one's life means entering into a 
process of surrendering every area of one's life to Him, in order to become the concrete, 
visible expression of Jesus in our world today.   

 
  Obedience to the Lord also includes obedience to those who have authority over us. 

 
    WRITE OUT the following: 
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    Hebrews 13:17   ______________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    1 Thessalonians 5:12f _________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Jesus' Strategy For Evangelization* 

 
  What were the principles underlying Jesus' strategy for discipling others? There are 
basically eight principles to Jesus' method or plan of action.  Actually all of these principles 
are contained in each one, and all in some way begin with the first. 
 
Principle 1:  Selection. 
 
      Luke 6:13.  "And when it was day, he called his disciples, and  
      chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles." 
 
  Men willing to learn were His strategy. 
 

Principle 2:  Association. 
 
      Mark 3:13-14.  "And he went up into the hills, and called to him  
      those whom he desired; and they came to him.  And he  
      appointed twelve, to be with him . . . ." 
 
  The essence of Jesus' discipling was "to be with them."  While ministering to the needs 
of others, His disciples were with Him, observing and listening.  
 
Principle 3:  Consecration. 
 
      Luke 16:13.  "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will     
      hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one  
      and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon." 
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      John 14:21, 23.  "He who has my commandments and keeps  
      them, he it is who loves me; and he who loves me will be loved 
      by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him . . .  
      Jesus answered him, 'If a man loves me, he will keep my word,  
      and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make  
      our home with him.' " 
 
   John 13:34-35.  "A new commandment I give to you, that you  
   love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love  
   one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples,  
   if you have love for one another." 
 
  What distinguished Jesus' disciples was their obedience, their loyalty to Him.  They 
needed to trust their leader.  Jesus allowed no compromise.  Not many were able to accept 
the strong demands of the kingdom, so they departed from Jesus' company. 
 
Principle 4:  Impartation. 
 
      Matthew 10:8.  "Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers,  
      cast out demons.  You received without pay, give without pay." 
 
      John 16:7.  "Nevertheless I tell you the truth:  it is to your advan- 
      tage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor will  
      not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you." 
 
  Jesus gave Himself away through serving others.  He did this because of His 
consuming love of the Father and His commitment to the mission that He had been given 
by the Father.  His disciples were to give themselves away, in the same   manner, because 
of their dedication and love of the Lord.  
 
Principle 5:  Demonstration. 
 
     John 13:12-17.  "When he had washed their feet, and taken his  
     garments, and resumed his place, he said to them, 'Do you know  
     what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord; and you  
     are right, for so I am.  If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed  
     your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  For I have   
     given you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 
     you.  Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his  
     master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.  If you  
     know these things, blessed are you if you do them."  
 
  Jesus demonstrated in His own person what He considered important.  Prayer: He let 
His disciples see Him talking with His Father and allowed their hunger for prayer to develop 
within them, until they finally asked Him to teach them how to pray.  Scripture:  the disciples 
saw how He referred to Scripture on a daily basis.  Action:  He did not ask them to do what 
He had not done in their midst. 
 
Principle 6:  Delegation. 



139 

      Luke 9:1-2.  "And he called the twelve together and gave them  
      power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and  
      he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal" (Cf.  
      Matthew 10:1; Mark 6:7). 
 

  The thrust of Jesus' ministry looked to the time when He would no longer be doing the 
work but His disciples would be.  He gradually moved them into a vital relationship with 
God, showed them His way of doing things, and then told them to go out and do likewise.  
 

  When the time was ripe for them to put into practice what they had learned, Jesus told 
them what they needed to do.  
 

Principle 7:  Supervision. 
 

      Luke 9:10.  "On their return the apostles told him what they had  
      done.  And he took them and withdrew apart to a city called  
      Bethsaida" (Cf. Mark 6:30).  
 

  Jesus kept in touch with the reactions of His disciples as they ministered to others by 
having them share their experiences on mission with Him.  
 

Principle 8:  Reproduction. 
 

      John 15:16.  "You did not choose me, but I chose you and  
       appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your  
       fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my  
      name, he may give it to you" (Cf. John 15:5, 8).      
 

  The disciples needed to put on His image and likeness and then teach others to 
reproduce this Christ-likeness in themselves, and then in others.  
 

The Sending of the Disciples 
 

  Jesus gives specific directions to His disciples concerning their mission of evangeliza-
tion.  These guidelines are found in Matthew 10:1-14; Luke 10:1-11 and Mark 6:7-11. 
 

1. Luke 10:1. "After this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them on ahead of 
him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to come." 

 

Going out in pairs is of great value for it provides moral support and evaluation; one can 
pray while the other shares; the gifts of one complement the gifts of the other. 

 

2. Matthew 10:9-10.  "Take no gold, nor  silver, nor  copper in your belts, no bag for  
your journey,  nor  two  tunics, nor sandals, nor a staff; for the laborer deserves his  

___________ 
 

*Many of the ideas discussed in this section come from:  The Master Plan of Evangelism by 
Robert E. Coleman. 
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food." 
 

This is a call to a reliance on God to provide for one's needs.   
 

3. Luke 10:5-6.  "Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace be to this house!'  And if a 
son of peace is there, your peace shall rest upon him; but if not, it shall return to you." 

 

Proclaim the Good News in a spirit of peace that empowers others to know that peace if 
they so choose. 

 

4. Luke 10:10-11.  "But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its 
streets and say, 'Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off against 
you; nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.' " 

 

Those who refuse to hear the Good News are to be left.  One's own peace and joy 
should be preserved in such a situation. 

 

5. Matthew 10:1,8. "And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every infirmity . . . . 
'Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons.  You received without 
pay, give without pay.' " 

 

The Good News is concerned not only with the spiritual transformation of persons but 
with the renewal of the total person, body, spirit, and mind. 

 

STUDY GUIDE 
 

1. Study the entire session and make it your own.   
 

2. Prayerfully reflect on each of the scripture passages as it relates to the content given.  
Write or type out your reflections in your journal. 

 

3. What strategy did the Father use that Jesus uses in sending us out? 
 

4. As disciples and followers of Jesus Christ, as evangelizers, we are to relate to the world 
in the same way that Jesus related to the world.  Explain how Jesus related to the 
world.  Write or type out your explanation incorporating the Scriptures given under this 
section. 

 

5. Jesus was profoundly human.  What does it mean to be profoundly human?  Write out 
your explanation incorporating the Scriptures given under this section. 

 

6. Jesus caused a crisis to occur in the lives of those with whom He spoke.   Explain. 
 

7. Jesus calls His disciples to obedience to Him.  Explain.  Write or type out your response 
incorporating the Scriptures given under this section. 

 

8. Explain in your own words the eight principles underlying Jesus' strategy for 
evangelization and then make these principles your own.   

 

  9. Write out all the SCRIPTURES for Session Thirteen. 
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SESSION THIRTEEN 
 

WRAP-UP 
 
PURPOSE:  1) To review the evangelizer's responsibilities and where they  
         terminate. 
 
        2) To consider the relationship between total evangelization and Church 

growth. 

 
 
"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 
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WRAP-UP 
 
PURPOSE:  1) To review the evangelizer's responsibilities and where they  
         terminate. 
 
       2) To consider the relationship between total evangelization and Church 
         growth. 
 

The Scope of the Evangelizer's Responsibilities 
 
  The freeing aspect of this call to evangelize is that evangelization is not any one 
person's total responsibility but the fundamental mission of the People of God.  
 
  Pope Paul VI in his document on Evangelization in the Modern World brings this out 
so clearly that evangelization is for no one an individual and isolated act. It is one that is 
deeply ecclesial (E.N. 60). 
 
  Where do the responsibilities of the evangelizer end?  The evangelizer is called to 
basically lead people to the Lord Jesus and to engage in some pastoral follow-up for them. 
The newly committed cannot be forced to utilize these means. After the evangelizer has 
done some basic follow-up, shared the principles for Christian living, he or she should then 
invite the newly evangelized to become an active participant of the local parish.  
 
  The Body of Christ is meant to be a vital, living organism continuing Jesus' mission.  
There should be such a vital, living organism, the Church, in the form of a small group on 
every block, evangelizing and providing ongoing evangelization for the newly evangelized.  
This is one way in which we can see the Church in action --through the small groups 
reaching out and evangelizing.  
 

Total Evangelization = Church Growth 
 
  Since evangelization is not an isolated act but an ecclesial one, the fundamental 
mission of the Church, of the People of God, then every effort must be made to raise the 
consciousness of believers within the Church to their mission of evangelization. 
 
  People are not evangelized for the purpose of Church growth but for union with the 
Lord Jesus; and to continue His mission of making known to the world the Good News of 
the forgiving, healing love of the Father that sets all things right, that brings reconciliation to 
all men and women, a reconciliation that makes all people children of God.  Obviously, the 
result is Church growth as well. 
 
  The evangelizer is to reach out on a one-to-one basis, always looking toward incorpo-
rating those initially evangelized into the evangelizing community of the local parish so that 
total evangelization may be accomplished. God calls each one of us personally and 
individually, but then He immediately puts us in the context of a People, the community of 
the Church. 
 
  KEY REFERENCES to memorize (write out): 
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  Exodus 19:5-6 ________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  1 Peter 2:9-10 ________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  For total evangelization to occur within each parish so that each parish can be 
functionally mature, seven important aspects need to be viably operative: 
 
1. Proclamation (Greek:  Kerygma). 
 

What is foundational to believing is proclamation because faith comes through hearing.  
And this proclamation must be one of power.   

 
  KEY REFERENCES to memorize (write out): 
 

  Romans 10:17 ________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  1 Thessalonians 1:5a  __________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
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1 Corinthians 2:3-5  _____________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Teaching.  
 

It is important that our people be well educated in the faith so as to understand better 
who they are; who God is; how He is working in our world; and what He is calling them 
to do in the world. To educate in this way is to educate with sound biblical teaching. 

 
3. Community.   
 
  Experiential learning is necessary to know how to share our lives and what we have 

with one another.  It is important that each believer be a part of a caring, bearing, 
sharing fellowship where believers can be trained, through the modeling of a small 
group leader, in what it means to be a Christian.  

 
4. Service.   
 
  Believers giving service, not counting the cost, but willing to share their gifts and talents 

with others is essential for the up building of the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12).  
 
5. Worship.  
 
  Worship is at the heart of each of these areas, giving glory to God, and at the heart of 

our own individual and communal lives. It is this love of the Lord that leads a person to 
a loving service of others and to a participation in the sacraments centered in the 
Eucharist. 

 
  KEY REFERENCE to memorize (write out): 
 

  Mark 12:29-31 ________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 



145 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Equipping.  
 
  Training or equipping our people intellectually and experientially is of utmost 

importance.  
 
7. Sent Out. 
 
  It was the early believers who, when persecution broke out, were scattered into other 

parts of the country and they "went about preaching the word." 
 
  This is the biblical pattern set forth for evangelization. These seven key con-cepts 
bring out that evangelization is not a program but a process of ongoing conversion to the 
Lord Jesus under the power of the Holy Spirit. These are the seven key aspects of Church 
life that lead to Church growth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDY GUIDE 
 

1. Study the entire session and make it your own. 
 
2. Memorize the KEY REFERENCES for Session Thirteen. 
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The Prayer of Commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

            Lord Jesus Christ, I come before You knowing  
               that I am a sinner, and that I am in need of  
               Your forgiving, healing love.  
 

            I believe that the Father, because of His great  
                love for me, sent You, Jesus, to die on  
                the cross for me for the forgiveness of my  
                sins. 
 

             I renounce all my sins and all attachment to sin. 
 

            And I ask You, Jesus, to come into my life and  
                to take possession of my heart as my  
                personal Savior and Lord.  
 

            I desire, with Your help, to follow You and I  
                submit myself in obedience to You as Lord  
                over my life. 
 

            Fill me, Lord Jesus, with Your Holy Spirit that I  
                might be empowered to witness You to all  
                whom I meet. 
 

            Thank you, Lord Jesus, for doing this for me now.  
                Amen. 
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SESSION PRAYERS 
 

APPENDIX ONE THROUGH FOUR 
 
 

COMING SOON 
 


